Whole No. 
586 


|. eee 


ay TEESE SRT | 
Vol. X13X. | 
No. 6 | 


a 


AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND SOCIETY, 
80 Wall Street, New York. 


= ——— 
€ ete ns a PeTTLENY 


CONTENTS. 


MAGAZINE. ne MAGAZINE. PAGE _ 
A Successful Anniversary......--.ser00s TG) ERG Ta « <.cje nnlererstujelescivivinrars otminieivietes rcp mie: 
“ Oast Thy Bread upon the Waters,’’— How Bad a Steamer’s Forecastle Was... 18 
Annual Sermon before the American Officers of the American Seamen’s Friend 
Seamen’s Friend Society, by Rev. R. S. SOchetiyns «a neoates ces Sitemmcanre efoto 185 
SCOTES MID aL) cenec cae erin «ale vie = eaves ates 164 | N. Y. E. M, I. Conference..........-... 186 
Another String of Pearls....-..-+.0-+eees 175 | Sailors’ Home, New York.......-.- FPente 186 
AGS ONE LOY SCAMVED -s7.~ «src= Motel» sincere repre 176 | Position of the Principal Planets for 
Mie SAWOr Ss TEX t sors «iss: sielmsnin'onralaivie.o,cis stele TTT |. SIUC, 1877 ve cio vis)sinie ovo 9 sles oie ermine ove LOT 
Work Among Seamen.. 6. cee. cece <heis 177 | Marine Disasters in April, 1877...--.-- ool BT 
Bweden;, Getle... 22. ies runt ceemeenee 177 | Important to Mariners............-.-- +. 188 
Warborg and Wiedige... snes asec 178 | Receipts for April, 1877........-..--- Pein 2's) 
Wslandof Gi othlane eiaer aos secs 178 
Denmark, Copenhagen.......-.....0++- 178 LIFE BOAT. 
IMGs eC aaSGup anda aoehe oMranEo pe Cour 179 | Loan Library Reports........--..- Prererie, :) 
Belew Ab Wer pa. aces « wom eraisinssjeiaels 179 | With All Your Might....-....:0.s20.--0 <- Lol 
ESC ODLE RIG SCC iW Bie sind cforams\sin'= io: e plaleetalats 181 | He Wanted the Heathen to Have Them 
Letter from Rey. Titus Coan........-..++ SZ, PO Osta atu aia<ilavatsre ateastaieie ete Armee a7 - 191 


THE SAILORS’ MAGAZINE AND SEAMEN’S FRIEND. 


THE Sarnors’ Magazinge AND SEAMEN’S FRIEND, a monthly pamphlet of 
thirty-two pages, will contain the proceedings of the American Seamen’s Friend 
Society, and its Branches and Auxiliaries, with notices of the labors of local in- 
dependent Societies, in behalf of Seamen. It will aim to present a general view 
of the history, nature, progress and wants of the Srammn’s CausE, commending 
it earnestly to the sympathies, the prayers and the benefactions of all Christian 

eople. 

: St is designed also to furnish interesting reading matter for Seamen, especially 
such as will tend to their spiritual edification. Important notices to Mariners, 
memoranda of disasters, deaths, &c., will be given. It will contain correspon- 
dence and articles from our Foreign Chaplains, and of Chaplains and friends of 
the cause at home. No field at this time presents more ample material for an. 
interesting periodical. To single subscribers One DotnaR a year, invariably 
in advance. It will be furnished Life Directors and Life Members gratui- 
tously, wpon an annual request for the same. 


THE SHEAMEN’S FRIEND 


Is also issued as an eight page monthly tract adapted to Seamen, and gratui- 
tously distributed among them. It is furnished Auxiliary Societies for this use, — 
at the rate of one dollar per hundred. 


THE LIFE BOAT. 


This little sheet, published monthly, will contain brief anecdotes, incidents, 
and facts relating to Sea Libraries. 


copies gratis, monthly, for one year, with the postage prepaid by the Society 


eS 


In making remittances for subscriptions, always procure a draft on New York, or a Post a 
Office Money Order, if possible. Where neither of these can be procured, send the money a 
but always in @ REGISTERED le(ter. The registration fee has been reduced to fifteen cents, 
and the present registration system hag been found by the postal authorities to be bbe! vi 
an absolute protection against losses by mail. AW Postmasters are obliged to register let- 
ters whenever requested to do go. | 


Any Sabbath-School that will send us $20, for a loan library, shall have fifty | 


Vol. 49, JUNE, 1877, No. 6. 


A SUCCESSFUL ANNIVERSARY. 


THE Forty-NintH ANNUAL MEETING of the AMERICAN SEAMEN’S 
FRIEND Socrety was held in the Chapel of Tum Sartor’s Hos, 190 
Cherry Street, New York, Monday, May 7, 1877, at 2 o’clock P. M., 
Wm. A. Bootu, Esq., in the Chair. The opening prayer was offered 
by Rev. Chas. J. Jones, Chaplain at the Sailor’s Snug Harbor, Staten. 
Island, after which the Report of the Trustees reviewing the operations 
of the Society for the past year, (with interesting statistics of work ac- 
complished, and suggestions for the future,) was submitted and ap- 
proved, the following abstract having been read by the Corresponding 


Secretary. 


The depressed condition of the business of the country, together with the pre- 
occupying excitement of the Nation’s Centennial, and the public agitation incident 
to a Presidential campaign, conspired to discourage the expectation of usual suc- 
cess, but we have been enabled to maintain the work of the Society during the 
year ending May 1st, 1877, in its various departments with gratifying results. 


The CuapLains, Misstonarizs, Brsty anp Tract DisrRipuToRS, CoLPORTEURS and 
others who haye been aided (wholly or in part) from our Treasury, were located as 
follows:—at St. John’s, N. B.,—and on the Labrador Coast ;—in the Scandinavian 
countries;—in Belgium, at Antwerp;—in France, at Havre and Marseilles;—in 
Italy ;—in China and Japan ;—in the Sandwich Islands;—at Valparaiso, S. A.,—at 
San Francisco, Cal.,—at Galveston, Tex.,—at New Orleans, La.,—at Pensacola, 
Fla.,—Savannah, Ga.,—Charleston, 8, C.,Wilmington, N. C.,—Norfolk, Va.,— 
Portland, Me.,—Portsmouth, N. H.,—Boston, Mass.,—with Rochester, Syracuse 


162 THE SAILORS’ MAGAZINE 


and Buffalo, N. Y., on the lines of the Erie, and Delaware and Raritan canals, &e., 
and in the cities and vicinities of New York and Brooklyn. The labors of these 
devoted men have been blessed to the conversion of many seamen. They have 
preached the Gospel in Bethels and on ship-board, have visited sailors in the fore- 
castle, hospitals, and elsewhere, circulating the scriptures, &c., and in every possible 
way have befriended them, with reference to their temporal and spiritual good. 


Liprary Work.—The number of Libraries sent out during the year is SEVEN 
HUNDRED AND NINETY-NINE, (of which three hundred and seven were new, and four 
hundred and ninety-two refitted) on vessels carrying 11,559 men: making the total 
number sent out since the work was inaugurated, eighteen years ago, FIVE THOUSAND 
EIGHT HUNDRED AND SIXTY-SIX, containing at least 290,000 volumes, and acces- 
sible, by 4,678 reshipments, to 234,000 men. The whole number of libraries ship- 
ped in the U.S. Navy is EIGHT HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-ONE, accessible at different 
times to 99,445 men. OVER A THOUSAND HOPEFUL CONVERSIONS AT SEA, are report- 
ed as having occurred in connection with this single agency. 


Tue Sartors’ Home, 190 Cherry Street, during the past year, has accommodated 
1,834 boarders. These temporarily deposited with the Superintendent, $25,049, of 
which amount, $13,258 were sent to relatives and friends, $2,560 were placed to 
their credit in the Savings Bank, and the balance returned to the depositors. 

The whole number of boarders since the Home was established, in 1842, is 91,408. 

Relief has been frequently furnished to shipwrecked and destitute seamen, and 
many have found at the Homs, the forgiveness of sin and spiritual life and peace. 

Family worship, (with a Wednesday and Saturday evening prayer-meeting, and 
other occasional services,) has been regularly maintained in the chapel of the Insti- 
tution, and the resident Missionary has been allowed to see his labors signally 
approved. 


Pusiications.—The various monthly issues of the Society seem to be approved 
for the uses intended. It has published during the past year, 78,000 copies of the 
Magazine, and for gratuitous distribution among seamen, in all, 40,000 copies of 
the SEaMEN’s FRIEND, and 300,000 copies of the Lire Boat, for the use of Sabbath 
Schools throughout the land. The Society has also published an edition of the 


SarLor’s Text Book, making 2,000 copies of this much prized manual lately put 
into circulation. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENT.—The Report acknowledges generous grants from the Ameri- 
can Bible, Tract, and other societies. Also the kindness of Prof. Buxu, of the 
New York University, in making, for another year, the astronomical calculations, 
which have greatly added to the value of the MaGazinz. 


Frvances.—In the year ending April 1st, 1877, the receipts of the Society from 
all sources (including a small previous balance) have been $65,805.22. Expendi- 
tures, $63,313.14. The local Societies, auxiliary to this, have in the same time, 
raised for the Seamen’s Cause $9,934.46. 


Forty-four persons during the past year, by special donation to that end, of $30 
each, have been constituted Life Members, and four, upon a donation to that end 
of $100 each, have been made Life Directors of the Society. 


Upon this, —exceedingly interesting and congratulatory addresses were 
made by several friends of the Society, recognizing the Divine favor 
which had rested upon the work of the Society in its long and useful 
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career, and presenting manifold considerations for entering upon the 
future with renewed earnestness and hope. Among the speakers were 
Rey. EK. D. Murphy, Pastor of the Mariner’s Church; R. W. Ropes, 
Hsq-, Rev._H. D. G. Prime, D.D., Capt. —— Everett, Chaplain C. J, 
Jones, Rey. Dr. Hopper, Pastor of the Presbyterian Church of the Sea 
and Land; Dr. C. H. King, Physician-in-Chief, and Rev. Dr. F. M. 
Kip, Chaplain at the Seamen’s Retreat, Staten Island; Chaplain Wil- 
liams of the Navy Yard and U. 8. Marine Hospital, Brooklyn; and 
others,—who, from their acquaintance withthe needs of seamen and the 
work of the Society, aroused the enthusiasm of the audience to an unu- 
sual degree, and conspired to make the Forty-Ninth Anniversary a 
decided success. 

The following resolution, introduced by Chaplain Jones, was, after 
a brief statement and address by Secretary HALL, unanimously adopted, 
V1Z :— 

Resolved, ‘‘In view of the Divine goodness which has ever been 
vouchsafed this Society for the long period since its organization in the 
year 1828, that it is the judgment of this meeting that measures should 
be taken suitably to celebrate the approaching SEMI-CENTENARY, 
and that the Trustees be requested to consider and arrange for this 
matter at an early day. 


‘The following persons were elected Trustees for the term of three 
years, or until May, 1880: Capt. N. Brices, HARoLtp DoLLNer, Esq., 
Rey. J. E. RockweEtu, D.D., Enos N. Tart, Esq., JAmEs W. ELWELL, 
Esg., CALEB B. KNEvaAts, Esq., Marston Nixes, Esq., ELBERT A. 
BRINKERHOFE, Hsq. 

The collation generously provided by Mr. and Mrs. Alexander, 
of the Sailor’s Home, was greatly enjoyed by many of the Life Members 
and Directors of the Society, and the representatives of the press in at- 
tendance, for all which a resolution of thanks was unanimously adopted. 
Upon the adjournment of the Annual Meeting, the Board of ‘Trustees 
convened according to previous notice, and proceeded to the election of 
officers for the ensuing year. 


The ANNUAL SERMON before the Society was preached on Sabbath 
evening, May 13th, in the Church of the Pilgrims, Brooklyn, by the 
Pastor, Rey. R. S. Storrs, D.D., and was listened to throughout by a 
delighted audience. It is with great pleasure that we present it to our 
readers in this number of the Macaztne. It cannot fail to excite a 
new interest in the cause for which it most eloquently pleads, 
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«CAST THY BREAD UPON THE WATERS:” 
A DISCOURSE BEFORE 


JHE [AMERICAN SEAMEN'S J RIEND SOCIETY, 


. 


IN THE CHURCH OF THE PILGRIMS, BROOKLYN, N. Y., 
SapBatH Eventne, May 18ru, 1877, 
BY REV. Ri CHAR D Siigsrt OR Ris DEE 
Reported by Frederick J. Warburton. 


‘Caspr THY BREAD UPON THE WATERS: FOR THOU SHALT FIND IT AFTER MANY 
pays.”—LHeclesiastes xi: 1. 


The fashion of rice-sowing, as it now prevails in Egypt, as well as in 
the countries of Western Asia, as far east it is said as Persia, casts a 
vivid and picturesque light of illustration upon this precept, whether 
or not the precept originated in any like custom obtaining there in 
the earlier time. As the narrow alluvial strip, which constitutes the 
kingdom of Egypt, is dependent for its fertility upon the annual in- 
undations of the Nile, all the methods of husbandry must of course 
be adapted to that special condition. Beginning to rise about the 
middle of June, and attaining their extreme height toward the end of 
September, the waters are carried abroad over the country, as you well 
know, through a multitude of intersecting canals, which carefully 
distribute the fertilizing current to every smallest patch of ground. 
When again they begin to retire, at the end of September, a process 
which is completed only late in the year, these waters are retained 
on those spaces and plats which are devoted to the culture of rice; 
and along the narrow causeways, or ridges, by which the waters are 
kept from receding, the husbandman passes with his seed-bag, casting 
the seed-grain into their bosom. | 

It disappears from sight, as utterly asif it had been buried under rocks, 
or burnedin the fire. But it has its inherent and permanent life, by which 
the fruit developed from it is distinguished from that of the barley or 
the wheat. It sinks into a soil which has been softened and fertilized 
by the river, bringing down the remains of the tropical vegetation, the 
rich, abundant, and quickening wash from the remote interior moun- 
tains. And after the waters have finally subsided, and the sunshine 
again has reached and blessed the renovated soil, the seed springs up 
into its fruit. It is multiplied in the process. The handful then be- 
comes the bushel. Hundreds respond for each seed scattered ; and 
out of that which could easily be carried in seed-bags or baskets, comes 
product enough to freight the ship. 
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In like manner it is that the Preacher of the ancient time gives us 
direction to cast our seed-bread upon the waters, with the stimulating 
assurance that we too shall find it, after many days. It is this very 
process now which makes Egypt so wonderfully rich in production : to 
a degree to-day, what more eminently it was in the earlier time, a sup- 
plying granary for its part of the world. So every good influence, 
exerted by men, according to this primitive precept, shall come back 
at last in its harvest of good fruit, reaped for the reward of those who 
have scattered the spiritual seed, and for the blessing of those who are 
partakers of its unfailing and ample fruit. 

Always this lesson is one which he who endeavors to disseminate 
Christian influence in the world should heed and ponder, and by which 
he should be encouraged. 

God does not usually give us the sight of immediate splendid results 
of Christian labor. He disciplines men to trusting patience, to hope- 
fulness and courage, to confidence in himself, by interposing a season, 
sometimes protracted and apparently without promise, between the 
time of the exertion of the influence and that of the result into which 
the influence shall be developed. Always, therefore, we may apply to 
ourselves this precept and promise of the antique world, and leave the 
seed, when we have scattered it, to come in His time to its appropriate 
celestial fruit. 

But especially, I think, is the precept appropriate, when we are 
called to consider the work for the review and contemplation of which 
we are assembled this evening: the work of sending the Gospel forth 
among the sailors of our own country, and indeed of the world. 

The seed is here simply the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ; that 
wonderful story, which commences with the manger, has its centre in 
the cross, and its climax and consummation in the throne of the King 
of Glory above; that Gospel, which was introduced to the world by so 
prolonged and so various a preparation, under the ancient prophetic 
economy, which is instinct in its frame with such supreme energies, 
and which has shown itself so signally a power for the purification of 
personal souls, and for the upbuilding and blessing of communities, | 
from the time when first it was proclaimed. Various as this Gospel 
is, in the appeals which it makes to men, and in the very forms and 
methods of those appeals, it yet is all effectively summed up in the brief 
compass of the words of that “little Bible” of the world: “‘ God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but should have everlasting life.” The 
whole substance and scope of the Gospel is there; and everything else 
connected with it is but the expansion, the illustration, and the en- 
forcement of the truths, the facts, and the heavenly promises, infolded 
in those persuasive words. 
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It seems, therefore, a small seed. We compare it with the ethics 
which are elaborated into great systems, with the brilliant and vast 
schemes of political economy, or social science, with the immense treatises 
in which the discoveries of physical or of mental science are represented 
for our learning—and how tiny this appears! One may carry it in his 
hand, not only, or carry it in his pocket; it is, as I have said, compre- 
hensively and completely summed up in a single sentence,—so that at 
whatsoever point we strike the Gospel, following the lines of thought, 
precept, and promise in it, we are brought to this centre, in which is 
the essential life of all its teachings. 

When now we disperse this seemingly insignificant seed, among the 
sailors of our continent, and of others, it wholly disappears from sight; 
as does the rice, thrown from the hand of the husbandman in Egypt, 
upon the waters filling the tanks, or guarded plats, along whose edges 
he is walking. 

In one sense, of course, this is not peculiar to work among sailors. 
Every Christian influence, which we try to exert in the world which 
needs it, at first passes from sight. The Pastor, when he addresses his 
congregation, hears no echoes replying to his words, upon the spot, and 
at the moment. The teacher in the chapel, or in the mission-school, 
does not find responses coming back, audibly, instantly, filling the 
room with acclamation and joy, and with shouts of acceptance of the 
message he has brought. Even the mother or the father may feel— 
not unfrequently they do feel—that the seed which they have been 
endeavoring to implant in the mind of the child has passed from exist- 
ence, because the interval comes to be so long before any visible 
practical effect of it is manifest in the life. And rarely does a Christian 
friend speak to another, who is careless of the Gospel,—however 
earnestly he may speak, with howsoever much of eagerness, faith, and 
illuminating energy,—without finding that after there comes a silence, 
a pause of thought, perhaps an entire diversion of the attention, a 
wandering again into the schemes and the fascinating engagements of 
secular life, a seemingly final absorption of the mind in the ways and 
pleasures that before were familiar. Eyen there the Word, though 
eagerly communicated, and followed by faithful earnestness of prayer, 
has wholly disappeared from present sight. If it reappears, in ultimate 
fruitage, it will be only after an interval. 

But nowhere so perfectly, perhaps, does it go out from our present 
vision, as when we cast it abroad on ships. It is carried then beyond 
all circles of our observation, in the cabin or the forecastle of the vessels 
bound upon distant voyages: of the whaler, perhaps, seeking the Arctic 
or Antarctic seas, of the Indiaman setting forth to cross the immense 
spaces of the Pacific, or of the Atlantic and Indian oceans. Of 
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course, we hear no sound in return for many weeks, perhaps for months. 
By and by a curt telegram comes, to tell of the arrival of the ship in 
the distant harbor, on the other side of the globe; but that tells nothing 
of any influence or any effect of that energy for good which we sought 
to distribute throughout the ship, and by which we desired to work 
thereon, for the welfare of souls, and for the advancing glory of the 
Master! A long series of months may often pass, before we see the 
smallest return for the seed that was sown, no matter with how much 
of fidelity and of prayer. It passes into the hands of rough, wandering, 
wicked men. It goes out of sight, as absolutely as if it had been 
caught upon the tempest, and whirled away to other regions, of rock 
and forest, from which no fruitage could come back. It has disappeared 
from sight as completely as if it had been buried in the bosom of the 
deep, engulfed in its currents, entombed in its ooze. It seems to have 
no more a place on earth. 

But that perennial, indestructible seed, the Gospel of Christ, has 
within it still its own rich life, the divine life with which God has 
stocked it, and which tends surely, by His appointment,—we might 
almost say by its own nature,—to develop into the fruit appropriate to 
it ; as the oak is developed out of the acorn, from which no palm tree 
ever comes ; as the wheat is developed out of the wheat seed, and never 
from grains of barley or maize. There is this subtile life in the Gospel, 
tending to development into its fruit. It is inherent in its structure by 
the constitution of God Himself. He alone gives life to anything that 
lives. The artist carves his chosen marble with a chisel so swift and 
conquering in touch that we call it almost creative; but he cannot 
make that marble speak, or throb with the smallest pulse of life. The 
painter strews his canvas with colors so solid, vivid, harmonious, life- 
like, that we almost pause before the picture to see the familiar gesture 
of the figure, to catch again the old-time smile irradiating the lips, and 
to grasp the hand that must be outstretched to welcome ours. But, 
alas! he cannot give it life. By no subtlest chemistry, by no ingenious 
mechanical appliances, can men confer such life on matter. That is 
the province of God alone; and no more can one give a real spirit- 
ual life to any theory, to any system, however elaborate and however 
imposing, except he take the truth of God, which has a vital energy in 
it, and put that into the system he makes. His law is mechanical, his 
ethics are dead, unless the life of the Divine holiness, which is essen- 
tially inspiring and purifying, be in the scheme which he elaborates. 
But wherever the thought or rule of God touches the soul, it shows 
itself possessed of this inherent power of life; and nowhere so much 
as in the supreme Gospel of Christ. 
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In this comes the revelation to us of God’s wisdom and knowledge 
concerning us, our destiny and our welfare. In it comes also the reve- 
lation of Himself, not in his power alone, but in his character ; in the 
Divine self-sacrifice which surpasses and enhances His works of won- 
der. In the Gospel is shown us, as nowhere else, human nature in its 
greatness as well as in its sin; the doom under which it consciously 
stands by reason of sin, with the infinite possibilities which are opened 
before it by reason of the infinite grace. It lifts before us the cross,— 
this Gospel of Christ,—as offering the atonement; and shows us the 
energy of the Holy Ghost, as the power of purification which we need, 
and of inward renewal. It sets the judgment throne vividly in the 
heavens, of which before there had been premonitions in every heart 
from the outset of history; but it shows as well the untraveled glory 
which stretches beyond that throne of judgment, the gates to which are 
open, henceforth, to every penitent, through the blood of atonement. 

All this the matchless Gospel brings of Divine truth, Divine admoni- 
tion, Divine promise, Divine discovery of amazing and inspiring facts, to 
the mind of each who opens and reads it. He can carry it in his hand, 
but he cannot search it out, in all its perfection, by a life-long study. 

There is, therefore, life immortal in this seed ; and when it has been 
received into the soul, that life reveals itself, as the germ in nature, in 
flower and fruit. It is shown in new thoughts concerning the Most 
High,—who is now discerned to be gracious and tender, as well as ‘holy, 
full of sympathy and solace, as well as mighty and sovereign in will. 
It is shown in a new confidence toward Him, affectionate, filial, such 
as never before inspired the heart; in a new desire, and paramount 
purpose, to do his will and render Him service in the world; in a new 
aspiration after the joy of likeness to Him, and of a closer communion 
with Him ; in a new hope for that great future which has been opened 
before our eyes by the redemption of His own Son. He who sees the 
Lord in the tragic supremacy of His suffering on the cross knows the 
reality, knows the glory, of the heavenly inheritance. ‘There is no pro- 
mise in even the glowing words of apostles that can impress us with the 
wonder and beauty of the great life to come as does the fact that the 
Son of God was ready to die that he might prepare us for its expe- 
rience, and open its realms to our effort and hope, by and by to our as- 
cending and eager steps. All this inestimable moral life,—this new 
thought of God, this new desire and zeal to serve Him, this new and 
sweeter confidence in Him, this new aspiration for likeness to Him, this 
new expectation of the life eternal,—it comes in the soul from the vital- 
izing power of this Gospel of Christ. That is the seed, which shows 
itself in its intense and immanent vitality, in these supreme and celes- 
tial effects. 
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So it is that spiritual Christian unity becomes a historical fact in the 
world. There is such unity of Christian experience, because the same 
Gospel, with the same inherent developing life, has wrought in every 
Christian heart, and has wrought in each the similar fruits of the dis- 
tinctive Christian experience. The immortal life will be really the free 
and glorious development of that which was carried in its germ in either 
one of many texts. 

Then further you observe that this quick seed, which passes so wholly 
out of sight, but which has still its inherent life, so fruitful, prolific, 
indestructible in its energy, passes into minds and hearts that are in a 
measure prepared by their experience to receive and to respond to it; 
even as the rice-seed, scattered by the husbandman, in Hgypt or in 
India, lodges upon a soil that has been fertilized by inundating waters. 
In like manner the Gospel, when sent to those who go down to do busi- 
ness upon the great waters, reaches many who are measurably prepared 
to receive it, by reason of the peculiarities of their special experience. 

Not all are so fitted. There are some there, as everywhere else, who 
are hard as rock, on whom the rich and fertilizing currents have left 
no trace. ‘There are some there, as everywhere else, who are dry as 
the gleaming and vitreous,sand, which all the inundation has not 
touched ; they remain as dry after the season of seed-sowing has passed 
as before it began. But this is not peculiar to this class of men. 
There are those in every Christian congregation who are as impenetra- 
ble to the appeals of the Gospel, as are the oaken rafters of the build- 
ing to light and music. Under whatever decorum of manner, under 
whatever beautiful garb of social accomplishments, such men or women 
abide untouched by the Divine word. The Gospel, which aims to 
reach their hearts, encounters a resistance subtle, irremovable, impos- . 
sible to be overcome, except by the energy of the Holy Ghost. So 
there are rough and dissolute men, without decorum of manner or 
speech, without any charm of social custom, on board ship everywhere, 
from whom the Gospel seems simply to rebound when it seeks to bring 
its infinite appeals into intimate fruitful contact with their hearts. It 
has been so always, and it is so to-day. 

But remember that even these men, at their worst, are no worse 
than were your ancestors and mine, those pirates of the German Ocean, 
who ravaged Britain, who captured the northern provinces of France, 
and who would have remained, in their children, pirates to this 
hour, except as the same Gospel of Christ, with its invisible spiritual 
force, had reached, grappled, and with the energy of God’s own Spirit, 
had renewed and purified their stubborn and relentless souls. The 
same word, with the same Spirit, which has built up Christian Eng- 
land and America out of those wild and daring men, the rovers of the 
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sea and the terrors of the land, may build up out of any individual 
heart among sailors, however hard and stubborn in its temper, the 
grand Christian thinker and worker; out of any hardest and roughest 
ship’s crew the Christian community. 

But there are many among these men who are even morally sensitive 
and responsive ; as much so, at least, as the average of mankind ; more 
so, oftentimes, by reason of their peculiar circumstances, and the daily 
experience through which they pass. 

They are often, remember, in sudden peril; a peril which sometimes 
flashes a light as of eternity itself upon the soul which has to face it. 
One who was received into this church years ago, an honored member 
of it for long, who had been captain of a ship formerly, going on long 
voyages to India and to China, once told me, I recollect, of the sudden 
dazzling impression of God and of the future which broke upon him 
when the cyclone had caught and dismasted his ship, and almost 
whelmed it in the deep, in the Indian Ocean; and when he himself, by 
the rush of the seas across the deck, had been irresistibly swept from 
the bulwarks into the seething, boiling deep. As he went stretching 
out, vaguely and vainly as he thought, to catch something by which to 
hold, his hand caught a rope that had been made fast at the other end, 
and he swung himself back, up from the dreadful abyss of waters into 
which he had almost been hurled. From that moment he dated an 
impression that afterwards ripened into conversion. Only a few weeks 

‘ago, another, who was also received into this church, described to me 
his experience when floating for hours after a wreck, with almost noth- 
to hold him up except a spar, er the fragment of a spar, to which he 
half consciously, desperately clung. Knowing that none but God 
could help, he cried unto Him out of that utter distress and peril, out 
of that instant vicinity to death ; and the impression thus left upon 
him had softened his mind to the subsequent influence of Divine truth. 
In frequent peril are these men of the sea. 

And then, again, in a long leisure. Remember that when their ves 
sels go upon long voyages,—especially when they slide along, over 
comparatively peaceful seas, before the steady breath of the trades,— 
there are recurring seasons of leisure, when the ship’s work is nowise 
urgent, and when many opportunities come for serious reflection; if the 
facilities are presented, for quickening reading, as well as thought. 
Remember, too, that in many of these men there are recollections of 
Christian homes, which inevitably arise in such moments of peril, at such 
seasons of leisure; that they are so associated with each other, that a good 
influence once getting fairly started among them, is apt to pervade the 
entire company. Remember that they are accustomed to obey,—that 
that is the constant law of their life;—and that so they are in a mea- 
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sure prepared to obey promptly the precepts of the word, if once that 
word has conquered their spirits. Remember that the imagination is 
naturally and always active in them, this being almost a characteristic 
of the sea-faring class; out of which comes sometimes a tendency to vain 
superstition, but sometimes an aptitude for Divine revelation. I remem- 
ber the reply of a prominent officer in the naval service, when a friend 
asked him if he possibly believed in ghosts,—something which he had said 
having seemed to indicate that he had a certain unconfessed faith in 
such apparitions : ‘‘ Not a bit of it in the day time,” was his reply, 
*“but in the night I must confess that I have my doubts.” That sen- 
sitive and eager imaginative element, which if left unenlightened may 
breed superstition, is trained and nurtured, and is often revealed in 
this class of men; and to that, as well as to the judgment and the con- 
science, the Gospel speaks with God’s revelation, not of apparitions, 
but of the immense and tremendous realities of the great world to come. 
Through its vision of angels, of Christ on high and of the City to which 
we may follow him, it makes its mighty appeal, its oftentimes effective 
appeal, to this responsive and delicate power. 

There are influences, therefore, operating upon these men from the 
very circumstances of their life, from the nature of their experience, 
from the constant training which they undergo, which prepare them 
more or less to receive upon their hearts the power of the Gospel, as 
the inundated soil is prepared to welcome the seed that is scattered. 
It is not the ship, remember, that destroys the sailor, so much as the 
shore. He is apt to be wrecked morally, as the vessel which he sails 
in is to be wrecked physically, not so much in the open tempestous ocean, 
as when striking the rocks and hidden shoals along the coast. The city 
demoralizes and destroys the sailor, more than his common life on ship- 
board. : 

Observe, too, still farther, that this seed of the truth thus sown in 
these hearts, which are in a degree prepared to receive it, springs up 
oftentimes, not in theory but in fact, into abundant and bounteous har- 
vests—than which there can be none more blessed, or more rewarding. 
The single grain becomes the hundred. The field grows green with 
the product of that which was held in the hand. 

Not only single sailors are converted, of whom there are thirty or 
forty thousand now afloat, of American origin, or certainly speaking 
the English tongue; not only do these individual sailors, when once 
converted, show themselves often the most earnest, faithful, courageous, 
self-sacrificing servants of the Master to whom they have given their 
glad allegiance: but there are histories of revivals on shipboard, in 
which the whole community there associated has been pervaded as 
almost never one was on land, by the power of the truth, under the 
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energy of the Holy Ghost; when, from the highest officer to the hum- 
blest cabin-boy, the whole ship’s crew has been smitten and penetrated, 
rapidly, thoroughly, by the force and the influence of the Gospel 
of Christ. Letters describing such scenes as these seem written 
sometimes in the fire and tears of the first Christian age. We may 
anticipate more and more of instances like them, not more signal but 
more numerous, as the development of this great cause goes steadily on, 
as the propagation of the truth among this class of men advances and 
widens. 

Then observe that when the seed has thus sprung up, and has 
brought forth its fruit in character and in life, it is by these men so 
dispersed throughout the world, as otherwise it could not have been; 
as by no other possible enginery, that human thought can contrive or 
human energy accomplish, is it possible to have it. For the sailor 
goes everywhere, when converted to Christ, no longer as a power of 
demoralization, but now as a force for Christian virtue, for the enlighten- 
ing of tho e whom before his example had darkened, for the life of 
those whom he would have destroyed. There is no instrument for 
farthering the kingdom of Christ in the lands to which our mis- 
sionaries constantly go,—to which we laboriously send the Bible with 
the servant of God to interpret that Bible,—there is no instru- 
ment by which those lands can be affected as by this: the converted 
sailor, the converted ship’s crew, the purified commerce of the 
world! Carrying the Gospel by single hands to those distant and 
darkened shores, and then sending after it, or in company with it, 
hundreds of vicious and profligate sailors to show to the eyes of those 
dwelling therein what this Gospel has accomplished at home, it is like 
sending a tiny, feeble, flickering light, through blinding rains, through 
stormy winds, and trying with one’s might to keep it alive! It can 
illuminate nothing. Its own flame is more sure to be extinguished. 
Christianize the sa:lor, and let iim go as the comrade of the mission- 
ary,—as his fellow helper and not his antagonist, as the teacher of the 
truth, and not as the example of what one surely comes to be under a 
Christian civilization who rejects the truth or is indifferent to it,—and 
you have multiplied your missionaries by scores and hundreds, in a 
moment. 

The sailor is familiar, remember, with many cities; not with these 
alone, in which we dwell, with those on the other side of the world, 
which your eyes and mine have never seen, and never may see. He 
speaks more or less many tongues. He comes into contact with men 
of many nationalities, and of diverse civilizations. If you make him a 
Christian, a faithful and zealous servant of the Master, you have made 
a missionary, all the more effective because it is not his profession to 


AND SEAMEN’S FRIEND. 173 


_ preach; a missionary intelligent, practical, courageous, and intensely 
sympathetic; who will carry the Gospel further, and impress its truth 
more vitally and deeply, than any preacher without him could. 

So it is, then, my brethren, that we are to cast our bread upon the 
waters, looking to find it,—assured that we shall find it,—after many 
days. It is a tiny seed in its appearance, this Gospel of Christ. It 
passes out of sight when we distribute it through this organization. 
But it has its own life, inherent in it, and tending to develope into its 
own appropriate fruit. It sinks into souls that are in a measure pre- 
pared to receive it, by reason of the peculiarities of their situation, 
and of their special experience in the world. It has sprung up hereto- 
fore, and it certainly will spring up hereafter, unless God’s promises 
fail of fulfilment, unless his arm is suddenly shortened, and his omni- 
potent will grows weary, it will spring up into abundant rewarding 
harvests. And when it has been developed into fruitfulness, then by 
the sailor it is everywhere carried ; not carried in a book merely, but 
carried as incorporate in a personal life ; not speaking from the page 
alone, but from the hand, and face, and voice of the converted and con- 
secrated sailor, the man of the sea, who has now become the man of 
God. I know no enterprise more prophetic of success, and none which, 
when accomplished, shall bring grander returns to God and to man! 

Let us remember, finally, my friends, that we in this community, 
more I might say than anywhere else on all the continent, are under obli- 
gation to assist in this work. ‘The City of New York stands upon com- 
merce. You need not, to destroy it, bring invading navies through 
the Narrows, or invading armies over the land. You need not sweep it 
with the fire of universal conflagration. Lift the bar at the mouth of 
the harbor a few feet higher, by some sudden or gradual natural 
change, some deposit there accumulating, or some convulsion there 
upheaving, and you have stripped this imperial city of all its present 
renown and power, its fame and its wealth ; you have swept it as by a 
fire of conflagration from the Battery to the Park. In all its greatness 
it stands upon commerce. It has, therefore, an immense debt, con- 
stantly due to that commerce which upbuilds it. Its prosperity has 
come, its prosperity continues, because the sailor, for whom we plead, 
wrestles with the wildest winds, and faces fearlessly stormiest seas, at 
the north and the south, beneath every meridian. Its prosperity is 
built upon, is cemented by, the labor and the life of the sailor. How 
much it has done, and is doing all the time, to demoralize these men 
who are gathering its prosperity from the ends of the earth, we pain- 
fully know. How much this is any one may know who walks at night 
through the shouting streets along the wharves. Shall not the Chris- 

‘tians of the great city rise also to the height of this great argument ? 
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Shall they not address themselves with an energy, enthusiasm, and sac- 
rifice appropriate, to this immense and fruitful work ? Shall they not, 
in gratitude, under a sense of indebtedness to the man who has for 
them accomplished so much, give to him the joy, the pureness, the 
might, which are contained for him in this Gospel of Christ ? Shall 
WE not give it, as part of the population of this immense metropolitan 
centre, to those who for us this very night are toiling and are suf- 
fering on seas that we shall never visit, on shores that we shall never 
see ? 

Would that the revenues of this Society, instead of being $65,000, 
were ten times that amount; that the libraries sent out by it, instead of 
being six thousand, or thereabouts, were five times as many; that in- 
stead of the few missionaries, thirty or forty, in Scandinavia, Belgium, 
France, Italy, in Japan, in China, the Sandwich Islands, Brazil, and 
in our own country, there were ten times as many, ardent in its service ! 
Would that the Sailors’ Homes which it erects, or which it equips and 
aids to maintain, were multiplied many fold ; until it could fully reach 
this class, so numerous, so powerful, going over the world in every 
part, most influential for the prosperity of our commercial cities and 
centres, whose claim on us is so constant and great, who have been 
most influential hitherto against the propagation of the Gospel, but 
who may be made the most efficient of all the instruments for proclaim- 
ing the truth that the world in its history ever has seen ! 

Remember, my brethren, that there is no Millennium for mankind, 
till the sailor has been christianized! No matter how many mis- 
sionaries we send, we mus/ make the sailor a servant of the Master, 
or we cannot enlighten the darkened peoples, and lift into purity the 
distant and the pagan lands! 

You have possibly seen a child, trying to lift a weight with a lever, 
so awkwardly adjusted that the weight is farther from the fulcrum 
than is the pressure of his hand. He is working with the short lever 
arm to lift the weight upon the longer. Experience teaches him the 
“olly of the way; then he will instantly set his fulcrum nearer to the 
weight, that the pressure he exerts may come upon the longer arm. 
Trying to christianize distant lands, without first converting the sailor, 
is trying always as the child did. It is trying to lift enormous 
weights, which are bound to the earth and firmly anchored, by chains 
of custom and tradition, trying to lift them by applying the pressure 
upon the shorter lever-arm. Make the sailor a disciple, and you at 
once amend the process. When the commerce of the world has been 
purified to God, when this circulating blood of the world is purified, 
then comes the reign of glory, and of peace, through the universal king- 
dom of the Son of God! It never will be here, till the abundance of 
the seas has been converted unto God, 
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It was commerce, remember, which gave to the ancient Hebrew 
scripture the language in which it got itself at last disseminated through 
Europe. It was commerce, which gave the noble tongue, in which 
Paul the Apostle, and John the apocalyptic seer, unfolded the argu- 
ments, or the sublime celestial visions, which Christ gave to them. It was 
the commerce of the old world, the coasting ships of Asia Minor, the 
galleys of Greece, the wealthy corn vessels of Alexandria, which carried 
the apostles and early missionaries to the celebrated cities and populous 
states, skirting that ‘‘ many nationed sea,” the Mediterranean. When,— 
and never until then—when the commerce of the world has become, 
through the work of this Society, and of the others sympathetic with 
it, everywhere pervaded by the power of the truth, everywhere purified 
to the love and service of Christ the Lord, then the earth shall ring 
with the song of final jubilee; and then the heavens, glowing as of old, 
shall be filled again as once they were with that sublime angelic song, 
which shall welcome anew the Son of God! 

God hasten it in its coming! and make us faithful in that expanding 
preparatory work, on which this glory is conditioned! And unto Him 
be all the praise. AMEN. 
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For the Sailors’ Magazine. 
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ANOTHER STRING OF PEARLS. 


Proy. viii. 17. 

“‘T even Tam he that blotteth out thy transgressions, for mine own sake, and will 
not remember thy sins.”—Isa. xlvi. 20. 

“God is LOVE.”—1 Jno. iv. 8. 

“‘Do good to THEM that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, 
and persecute you.”—Matt. v. 44. 

“And they THAT be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament.”— 
Dan. xii. 3. 

“Tf ye LOVE me, keep my commandments.”-—John xiv. 15. 

“* Believe ME that I am in the Father, and the Father in me.—Jno. xiy. 11. 

“Ye cannot serve God AND mammon.”—Matt. vi. 24. 

“THOSE that wait upon the Lord, they shall inherit the earth.”—Ps, xxxvii 9. 

“‘ Ho, every one THAT thirsteth, come ye to the waters.”’—Isa. lv, 1. 

“SEEK and ye shall find.”—Matt. vii. 7. 

**Look unto ME and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth.”—Isa. xiv. 22. 

“<Q God, thou art my God, EARLY will I seek thee.”—Ps. xxiii. 1. 

“Ask, and it SHALL be given you.”—Matt. vii. 7. 

‘* And ye shall seek me and FIND me, when ye shall search for me with all your 
heart.”—Jer. xxix, 18. 

Without ME ye can do nothing.”—Jno. xy. 15. 
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A SONG FOR SEAMEN. 


ite 


Ye sons of the Main, that sail o’er the flood, 

Whose sins high as mountains have reached up to God:— 
Remember—the voyage of life soon will end,— 

Then come brother sailors, make Jesus your friend! 


Il. 


Look astern on your life! see your wake marked with sin! 
Look ahead! see what tide-rips you’ll soon founder in,— 
The sharp rocks beneath soon your keel shall beat out ;— 
Clear for stays, brother sailor! come! ready about! 


Ill. 


See braces and bowlines all clear on the cleats, 

Helm a-lee, brother sailor! ease off your head sheets! 

Haul taut for a swing, and your maintopsail haul,— 

Right your helm ! round your head yards, down tacks and trim ali! 


Eve 
Spring your luff, brother sailor! you’ve nothing to fear,— 
Keep close by the wind, and sin’s head-lands you’ll clear! 
Your leading star, Jesus, keep full in your view;— 
You’ll weather the breakers :—He’ll guide you safe through! 


Vis 


Renounce your old captain, the Devil, straightway! 
While under his orders, he leads you astray. 
Desert his black colors! come under the red! 
Take Christ for your Captain! to conquest be led! 


WES 


His bounty he gives,—if your voyage begin,— 

He’ll forgive your transgressions and cleanse you from sin! 
Good wages he pays, as you sail on the way, 

And soon you’ll cast anchor in Heayen’s broad bay ! 


Vil. 


Your sin laden garments no longer you'll wear, 

But the robes of his righteousness, clear, white and fair;— 

The crown on your head, it shall outshine the sun ;— 

From glory to glory you ever shall run! 13h 
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The Sailor’s Wext. 
TEE TOG ssOlo\Ks 


“* Ts it well with thee ?”—2 K. 4. 26. 

Reaver! is it well with thy soul? As the mariner notes in his log-book the 
events of his earthly voyage, surely it is befitting, from time to time, that thou 
shouldest take observations of thy spiritual state in thy voyage to eternity. 

Has the voyage been begun in good earnest ? Art thou steering for heaven ? 
Art thou trusting in Christ alone? Hast thou thine eye constantly on the beacon- 
lights, fearful of every rock of temptation? Are the sails of faith filled with the 
breezes of prayer? Art thou advancing in holiness,—loving God more, and hating 
sin more, growing in meekness and gentleness and kindness and humility? 

The spiritual voyage is different in this respect from the earthly. The ship may 
be becalmed at sea. It may make no progress. It may remain for days in the same 
place. Not so with the soul ; if it be not advancing, it must be retreating; if it be 
not nearing the haven of peace, it must be going back to the shores of destruction. 


Voyager to an eternal world! is it thus well with thee? Is it well with thee to 


live? would it be well with thee to die? 


WORK AMONG SEAMEN. 
CORRESPONDENCE, REPORTS, &c. 


Sweden, 
GEFLE, 


(On Eastern Coast: N. Lat. 60° 45’: Long. E. 
from Greenwich, 17° 15’.) 

“‘ With joy and thankfulness to the 
Lord,” writes Mr. E. Ericxsson, reporting 
for January, February and March, of the 
present year,—‘‘ will [ account to you of 
His great and marvelous work upon my 
field. At the close of the past year, a 
religious awakening had begun in Gefle, 
which has continued ever since. All our 
meetings, as prayer meetings, temperance 
meetings, &c., have been well attended. 
The rooms have been crowded with peo- 
ple, and some have been obliged to go back 
to their homes for want of room. People 
of all ages and classes have been convert- 
ed to Christ here, among them many 
wicked sailors. It issupposed that about 
five hundred souls have been so converted 
in this place. 

“During this quarter I have preached 
the Word in Enanger, Soderhamm, San- 
darna, Ljusue, Gefle, Shutskar, Sandvi- 


ken and Walda. In Enanger, the hostil- 
ity has not decreased in my way, but I 
have continued my preaching, though 
the ecclesiastical counsellors had forbid- 
den me,—and a sailor and his wife were 
converted. 

‘In Soderhamm about fifty sailors 
have been brought to Christ. It was 
melting to hear children between ten and 
fifteen years of age, in our meetings, con- 
fess their sins, and tell how their parents 
had led them to lie and steal. Some of 
these parents also were present in our 
meetings, and the confessions of the chil- 
dren, with their requests for prayer, mov- 
ed the hearts of the elders. The arm of 
the Lord was with us, and many awak- 
ened from their sins. I think, that 
ten haye received peace by believing in 
Jesus. 

“* At Sandarna, I preached in a school- 
house; many hearers were assembled. 
The priest (Lutheran) did not like it, 
and stopped the school for my preaching, 
but the Lord opened the door by author- 
ity, and I continued my proclamation of 
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the Word for hungry souls. In Ljusue, 
Christians of different denominations 
now labor together, as ants, for the King- 
dom of God. During my preaching there, 
some were inquirers, and some were con- 
verted each day. Among them was a 
smith, who one evening rebuked and 
would disturb us, but the following night 
he kneeled down, a sacrifice for the love 
of Christ. It is marvelous to behold how 
sinners do fall as grass for the two edged 
sword of God. Two ungodly parents in- 
vited me to speak the Word at the burial 
of their only child. I spoke there of the 
dead and of the living, showing them 
that they must be converted, lest they be 
forever separated from their child. The 
Lord blessed the Word, and these parents 
were led to the Savior. 

‘In Gefle, the wine and spirit chand- 
lers complain that they cannot sell their 
wares, and hoopers (coopers) complain, 
that they have no business at all, because 
of the progress of the Temperance Union. 
Two wine chandlers and some waiters 
have become believers. In Shutskar, two 
ungodly men have been converted. At 
one of our meetings there, the sergeant 
of the district appeared, and would for- 
bid me to preach, but the Word moved 
his heart, he shed tears and invited me 
to dine with him. Afterwards he ex- 
horted me to come again, and to continue 
my preaching, saying now: ‘* Your labor 
is good: I myself will also be saved.” 

“‘T have preached fifty sermons, and 
led in forty prayer meetings. When 
I think of the great wonder of the Lord, 
and that He has granted me to live in 
this time, I am ashamed, and may ask 
with David: ‘‘Who am I, oh Lord God? 
is this the manner of man, oh, Lord 
God?” May He grant me to follow my 
Master and be found faithful!” 

WARBERG AND WEDIGE. 
(On S. W. Coast: N. Lat. 51° 15’; Long. 10° 30” 
E. from Greenwich.) 

The faithfulness which marked Mr. 

C, Carusson’s labors during the closing 
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quarter of 1876, continued throughout 
the opening three months of the pres- 
ent year, and he reports that, ‘‘ many 
of the people on the sea coast confessed 
that they had received peace by believ- 
ing in Jesus. They show their faith by 
their works,” he writes,—‘‘ opening their 
houses for meetings, and inviting sinners 
to come to Christ.... They ery for the 
bread of life, and I have been asked to 
preach in several places in the future. 
It is not troublesome to labor in the 
vineyard of God, when we know that we 
are aided by the children of God, in 
their prayers, which are as the oil upon 
burning fire. Praised be the name of 
the Lord!” 


ISLAND OF GOTHLAND. 

(In Baltic Sea: between 56° and 57° N. Lat., 
between 18° and 20° Long. E. from Greenwich.) 

Old Jonn LinpzELtius, over date of March 
29th, reported that during the first quar- 
ter of 1877, he had pursued his ordinary 
religious labor at Buttle and Wisby, and 
in the vicinity, and that many sinners 
have been awakened from their sleep in 
sin and have begun to ask,— What must 
I do to be saved ? 

““In consequence of my old age and 
my weakness, | am in great need of a 
horse for traveling in the country, and 
tothe harbors. I have parted with the 
one I had before, because he was old and 
useless. J need, now, another, but he 
will cost more than my whole salary for 
a quarter, and I do not know,” he naive- 
ly adds,—‘‘ what I shall do. If I dared 
it, I would beg my honored Society to 
aid me with some dollars, that [ may 
be able to buy one. I know that your 
kindnesses are so great that you will help 
me, if possible.” 

——__3- 6 _____. 
Denmark, 
COPENHAGEN. 

‘*Preaching on shipboard, in the win- 
ter,” says Mr. A. Wot.uson, April 8rd, 
‘‘issomewhat difficult work. The weather 
has often interfered with me, but I have 
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done the best I could. During the last 
month I preached five times, and the 
issue has been that several (seven to my 
knowledge) have promised that hence- 
forth they would live for God. In March, 
eighty-three vessels were visited, and six 
visits were paid to hospitals, where I dis- 
tributed tracts, and prayed with the sick 
and dying...... I have been gladdened 
by seeing some newly converted seamen 
bringing others to Jesus. Iam rejoiced 
to hear, as I do; of the good work going 
on in the old Sailors’ Home, in New 

York, where I was often pleased by see- 

ing souls coming to their first love to the 

Lord. My prayer is that God may 

abundantly bless the seamen who there 

come under the influence of your mis- 
sionaries, 
RONNE. 

(On the island Bornholm, in Baltic Sea: N. Lat. 
55° 8’ ; Long. H. from Greenwich, 14° 45'.) 
Starting hence, Rev. P. EH. Rypine 

preached on the island of Bornholm dur- 
ing January, February and March, being 
most kindly received by the seamen with 
whom he wrought, some of whom had 
just been shipwrecked. The crew of the 
brig Seelics, who came to the island ina 
suffering condition, were among these, 
and were led to praise God for his loving 
mercy. 

Mr. Ryding says of the harbor of 
Rénne:—‘‘it has the advantage of the 
other four towns with habors, on the 
island, for when they are all frozen up it 
is free from ice—so ships seek this port 
when they can enter no other in the 
Baltic Sea. The result is that you find 
representatives of all Huropean nations 
here, in the winter,—many brave sea- 
men coming together. This spring was 
a very joyful season, for we (the chaplain 
and sailors) were together every day, and 
offered praise to the Almighty in our 
hymns. Nowevery one of these has 
gone to his old doings on the fearful ele- 
ment, for which they feel a certain love, 
and upon which they earn their daily 
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bread. I presented them with books in 
different languages, so that they can 
again give them to others in the differ- 
ent places where their ships touch, and 
thus, by means of the seamen, the word 
of God is spread over the world. 

“Tn 1876, I preached 179 sermons, visit- 
ed 1,157 families and was on board of 
1,342 vessels, distributed 179 exemplars 
of the Holy Scriptures and 1,833 pages of 
tracts in the Danish, Swedish, Nor- 
wegian, English, French, Dutch, Rus- 
sian and German languages; traveling 
928 English miles. The name of God be 
praised that He has given to me, poor 
old man, lowest among the lowest— 
power to preach and spread his Word 
among the human race!” 


= 6. 


Belgium, 
ANTWERP. 

‘During January,” says Rev. E. W. 
Martuews, Chaplain, ‘‘ we had a great 
number of English speaking seamen in 
port. Every week 1 visited all ships, 
sail and steam, so far as I was able. Ser- 
vices were very encouraging and a great 
number of Captains, officers and sailors, 
as well as some shore people attended 
with pleasure and profit. I was very 
glad to see the American Marine so well 
represented. We had much rain, wind 
and unfavorable weather so that the 
reading-rooms were not so well attended, 
but the services both on week nights and 
Sundays were above the usual. Iam there- 
fore delighted that those meetings where 
Christ is most honored, believed, obeyed 
and loved, have the pre-eminence It is 
a pleasure to see the rooms for games 
well filled, but I would rather they should 
be deserted for those gatherings where 
Christ is preached, sinners converted, be- 
lievers strengthened and God glorified. 
Praises be to God for the month of Jan- 
uary ! 

“We had one mutiny on board an 
old oil ship which was to have been taken 
to the Western Islands. The Captain by 
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the grace of God overcame the difficulty, 
though his first officer was the leader 
in opposing him, and by bold dogged 
perseverance beat in to Antwerp, and the 
vessel is to be laid up and condemned. 
This Captain P , was converted in the 
Gulf of St Lawrence when in great dan- 
ger of shipwreck. He has rendered me 
invaluable services in my single handed 
combat. He isa ready speaker, a bold 
Christian and a faithful witness for the 
Lord. During February the services 
were characterized by spiritual feeling, 
good healthy tone of life, earnest prayer 
and lively faith. I turned my Sunday 
evening service into a large witnessing 
meeting for Christ, with very blessed re- 
sults. Many of the shore people (as a 
sailor might say) were taken all aback at 
the manner the sailors rose from every 
clime to witness for their Master. Isend 
you several of their testimonies, as fol- 
lows: ” 


Standing at the Pumps in a Gale. 


Capt. C——, of S. 8. N——, a fine spe- 
cimen of the Christian sailor, and one 
whom, without hesitation, I would class 
A 1, at Lloyds, gave us a few tit bits of 
his sea life. When a youth, he was ina 
brig in the Mediterranean, the captain of 
which held meetings in the cabin, and all 
hands were converted. Several of these 
sailors are now captains: two were Scan- 
dinavians, now in command, and success- 
ful laborers afloat and ashore. This was 
a fine catch in the gospel net. Capt. 
(C—at once became a Christian worker 
before he passed the board. While hold- 
ing forecastle meetings in port, a certain 
sailor ridiculed and persecuted, and, as 
is very common, underestimated the sai- 
lor-like qualities of a pious praying sea 
dog. But while the two were standing at 
the pumps in dead of night in the Bay of 
Biscay, making a last effort to save the 
ship, the fine weather persecutor said, 
with fear and trembling, ‘‘ Let’s go down 
in the forecastle, and have a prayer meet- 
ing!” 

Gramwell found his disciplined little 
army none the worse because they would 
rise early, sing and pray, and take their 
sacramentum before the battle. And 
sailors who fear God, with Christ in the 
vessel, are bolder than lions in the hour 
of peril and night of death, Capt. C-— 
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regularly holds services on board of his 
steamer, and this ought to speak loudly 
to those who have given up this old-fash- 
ioned work for Christ, which used to do 
such execution among the men, and save 
their souls. 


Philadelphia and New York. 


One sailor arose and said that six 
weeks ago he was converted in the former 
place, and was an inquirer, three months 
before, in the latter. I don’t fear the sail- 
or’s cause while radical conversions are 
going on, like these, in our various ports 
and afloat. 

Capt. H—— also told of the glorious 
work going on in those ports, and here 
he himself was led to his Father, God. 
While on a voyage he saw his steward in- 
terested in the crew and rendering them 
practical help, and he felt—here am I, 
the Master of this ship, caring nothing 
for my crew, only for what I can get out 
of them, and with an overwhelming feel- 
ing of condemnation he went to his cabin 
and cried:—‘*‘ Lord, teach me what todo 
for my crew!” 

But as the Lord always gives more than 
we ask, He gaye him to see his own wick- 
edness, and that he must know Christ 
and His salvation before he could teach 
others. Driven to his knees and his Bib- 
lical chart, under the guidance of the 
Spirit he soon obtained, away out in the 
ocean, away from the ecclesiastical and 
the merely artificial, a grasp of the divine 
word, and a spiritual insight into the 
truth as revealed in Jesus. 


“Sheep Afraid of their Shadow.” 


This sailor, whose brother had previ- 
ously found much blessing in Antwerp, 
was a happy illustration of the peace and 
joy side of our holy religion. He was 
once ashepherd boy, and had to drive his 
sheep over a low bridge, and when driy- 
ing so, was obliged to hurry them lest they 
should look at their shadow in the stream 
below, fear, and fall over. He said some 
Christians were ever looking at their own 
dark shadow instead of looking up into 
the heaven of God’s love, the stars of his 
promises and the sun of His love. 


“T was Going to Jump Overboard.” 


Another young sailor received a Chris- 
tian letter on leaving port, which made 
him miserably wretched. When off the 
coast of Brazil, in astorm of wind, and in 
the middle watch of the night, he thought 
he would jump overboard to escape from 
his misery, but he fell down on the deck, 
and eried to God to forgive him and save 
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him. Heat once found light, lifeand cure. 
He ran into the forecastle and awakened 
the sailors by shouting, ‘‘1 have found 
Jesus!” and tbey said, ‘why, man, you 
are mad!” Without doubt, to a certain 
type of mind, the natural Christian ap- 
pears to be possessed with mania. But 
Sy ae Not mad, most noble Fes- 
us. 


He came from India, to Antwerp, to Die. 


This German sailor was left at the hos- 
pital, in India, with a dangerous attack of 
dysentery, but having money, he deter- 
mined to come to Europe, and try to cast 
off the disease. Some months past he 
turned up in our hospital, here. Never 
did a man desire more to live, and battle 
more desperately with his mortal foe. 
Instead of being successful, last week he 
*«shuffled off this mortal coil,” or, as the 
glorious Paul would say, this ‘ body of 
humiliation.” At first I found him hard, 
fighting against fate, deaf to all that was 
spiritual; his cry was life, life, life, but 
life in its lowest human form. Kindness, 
however, in getting another doctor, and 
in supplying some little wants, predis- 
posed him to give ear to what the Lord 
would say through me. But it wasa ter- 
rible conflict before he would say,—‘‘ thy 
will be done,” and not till in sight of the 
Jordan of death did he commit his soul 
and destiny to Jesus his Lord. On his 
last Sabbath on earth the congregation 
joined me in prayer for him,—the sacred 
presence of the Lord was felt,—and ten 
days afterward he said to a sick comrade, 
‘“‘T am now ready,” and gave up the 
ghost. 


“Tama Living Death,” 


So said a young American of not 22 
years, left behind at the hospital here. 
He was one of many,—a prodigal,—left 
his home, roamed into far countries, 
spent all, wasted his substance in riotous 
living. It is impossible to sow to the 
flesh and not of the flesh reap corruption. 
Poor fellow, he was perfectly disgusted 
with himself, and scarcely hoped for mer- 
cy from his friends, or his God. Before 
going to the hospital, I had personally 
dealt with him. While there, he wrote 
‘me for a Bible. After coming out he 
sought the Lord in the Sunday evening 
inquiry meeting, and we prayed for 
him. On Tuesday he came again. If 
not saved, he has taken the right steps, 
and we are following him across the At- 
lantic with our prayers. There is a deep 
reality in saving such men as these, and 
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we see the providence, power and pleni- 
tude of God in the kingdom of Grace. 


Belgian Military Captain Saved. 


Among the vast armies of Europe, and 
now, as never in any age before, from 
the Atlantic to the Black Sea, is one 
mighty military camp,—thereis, perhaps, 
greater scepticism, more complete indif- 
ference to religion, a submission of God 
and soul to those worldly principles 
which are opposed to Christ, than among 
the different professions. of civil life. 
Fighting duels, for instance, among the 
officers isrampant. This gentleman was 
one of these. He foughtand was wounded. 
Without going into detail, he was living 
without Christ. When, passing by our 
new Mariner’s Church and Institute, he 
was attracted and came in. It was natu- 
ral that, while awakened and blessed by 
my preaching in English,—he really took 
hold of Christ while Mrs. Baxter (a very 
acceptable lady evangelist) was giving a 
gospel address in the French (his own) 
language. If you want to get at a man’s 
heart you must go there through his 
mother tongue. Kdueated, and with a 
knowledge of life, as his, he has made 
rapid progress in Christ’s school. We 
have already commenced French meet- 
ings, but what may grow out of this new 
attempt I cannot foresee. Suffice it to 
say, that, among seamen and shoremen 
there are many indications of life, fresh- 
ness, feeling, force, and faith which are 
beautiful to see. 


“‘Tf the Lord be for us in all our labor, 


and life,—all shall be well. In this hope, 
ITam,—-Yours cordially. E. W. M.” 


“Come and See Us,” 


The brethren who have been laboring 
for so many years in Northern Europe, 
have long been very urgent for some one 
to visit them, officially. They naturally 
think that what they are doing would be 
better understood if their work could be 
seen, as wellasheard from. Besides this 
there are questions relating to manage- 
ment and economy which they desire to 
submit for consideration; and it was 
partly with an end to such a visitation 
that Secretary HALu was, at the time of 
the late Anniversary Meeting, voted a 
brief vacation from office duties, 
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FROM THE REV. TITUS COAN. 


A Veteran's View of Christian Work for Sailors—Reminiscenses—Present 
Interest—Danger in ‘One Risk ’—Another Loan Library Goes Forth, 


The light in which our work for seamen, powerfully and justly exhibited and 
commended by the Rey. Dr. R. S. Srorrs, in his anniversary sermon, printed in 
this number of the Maaaztnz, is viewed—and the extent to which it retains its hold 
upon the convictions and sympathies of this eminent servant of the Redeemer,—ap- 
pears in the following letter. ‘‘ Father” Coan has himself been honored in leading 
souls to Christ, as very few if any men have been, since the days of the Apostle 
Paul. Now, in his serene and ripest age he again attests his faith, by works as well 
as words;——and it has been a special pleasure to us, to send out at his donation and 
request, loan library No. 6,023, on the good ship Colorado, of New York, bound for 
Melbourne, in care of Capt. Ingraham, 25 men in her crew. May very much of the 
savor of the spirit of the good man who provided it,—go with the books over the 


mighty deep! 
Hino, Hawan, April 17th, 1877. 


To the Sec’y of the American Seamen’s 
Friend Society, 80 Wall Street, New 
York. 


My beloved Brother :—‘‘ The voice of 
the Lord is wpon the waters. The Lord 
sttteth upon the flood, yea, the Lord sitteth 
King for ever.” . . I sit on my watch- 
tower, on the side of a volcanic peak 
which creeps out of the great waters of 
the Pacific, and whose base stands more 
than 10,000 feet deep in the flood; and 
here, at my study window, I survey the 
watery expanse ‘‘where go the ships,” 
where ‘‘ Leviathan plays,” and where 
“‘the God of glory thundereth,” — to 
watch the passing and to welcome the 
coming sails. Brought up on the shores 
of Long Island Sound, and between the 
two beautiful rivers, Connecticut and 
Hudson, [ have known the sailor from 
childhood. Well do I remember how, 
when only about twenty-eight years old, 
my heart grieved, and my eyes melted, 
on meeting a young man of my own 
neighborhood, who came within a “hair’s 
breadth” of perishing during a voyage 
to the West Indies. I then learned to 
pity sailors, and my sympathy for that 
storm-beaten class of humanity still lives 
within me, 


Having sailed more than 50,000 miles 
upon the waters of the world, and hav- 
ing seen ten thousands of seamen—seen 
them under a great variety of circum- 
stances—in storm and calm, in cold and 
heat, in ship and on shore, I have ac- 
quired a very deep earnest interest in 
their temporal and eternal welfare. But 
for several reasons I have expressed this 
interest, much less, of late, than in the 
earlier years of my missionary life. For 
a series of years I was deeply engaged 
in superintending the building of new 
church edifices, sixteen in all; in organ- 
izing six new churches a‘ong a coast-line 
of one hundred miles of my old mission 
field; and in seeking out and ordaining 
native pastors over these churches, leay- 
ing but one-seventh of my former parish 
and flock under my charge. In build- 
ing these churches and chapels, and 
supporting the new pastors, we turned 
most of our contributions into the home 
channel,—so that we have, fora long time 
sent little money abroad, except to sustain 
our own foreign mission in Micronesia 
and the Marquesas Islands. 

It is also true that for many years only 
a small number of whalers have visited 
our ports. Add to these the cheering 
fact that for eight years we have had an 
organized foreign church, with efficient 
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pastors, in Hilo, and you will see why, 
at my stage of life, (seventy-six years of 
age,) I may labor less for seamen, and 
still feel as true and sacred an interest in 
their welfare, as in 1833, when I took 
passage with sailors, for Patagonia. 

My correspondence with your worthy 
predecessors in office, Doctors Spaulding 
and Loomis, was very pleasant, and I 
was really glad to meet you in Newark, 
Ie dis, chowakelaly 

Ships of war visit Hilo occasionally, 
mostly those of the United States and 
England, and a few whale ships call at 
our port. It is a pleasure to me to have 
a talk, now and then, with the sons of 
the ocean, and to make up a package of 
reading matter for them. 

I am interested in reading the Sarnors’ 
Magazine. The opening article for 
March, 1877, by Dr. Woodworth, on 
““The Safety of Ships,” ete., is full of 
painful interest. 

How many ships, how much treasure, 
and what multitudes of lives are lost an- 
nually on the waters of our planet, a large 
portion of which might be saved were the 
proper precautions observed in relation 
to the character of the vessel, and also 
of those who sail them! Doubtless, many 
disasters at sea are unavoidable; but 
there is no valid excuse for sending out 
unseaworthy and overloaded ships, or 
ignorant, careless and intemperate mas- 
ters and officers. Perhaps the free use 
of intoxicants has wrecked and foundered 
more ships, than any other cause. 

We have had a disaster of late, simply 
for the mistake of running a risk, A fine, 
well-built schooner was launched at Hon- 
olulu, to run between Oahua and Maui. 
On her first trip she sailed without suffi- 
cient ballast. The Master was admonish- 
ed of the danger, but he replied, ‘‘O/ 
we will risk her for one trip.” Before reach- 
ing Maui the vessel capsized with all spars 
under and keel up. The Captain and 
one hand were drowned, but the rest of 
the rest of the crew, being Hawaiians 
and good swimmers, reached a neighbor- 


183 


ing island a few miles distant. But ‘‘that 
one risk,” was a fatal one, as has been 
the case with many a one on the sea and 
on land, and the fact has its moral, 
which may be studied with profit by 
thousands. 

It is cheering to find that the atten- 
tion of wise and philanthropic men is 
being turned, more and more, to the sub- 
ject of the marine service, and it is to be 
hoped that science, good sense, human- 
ity and Christian love, will soon correct 
the flagrant evils of this important de- 
partment of human toil, and greatly 
ameliorate the condition of ‘‘ those who 
go down to the sea on ships.” 

Weare glad to hear of the zeal, the hu- 
manity, and the ‘‘irrepressible and pa- 
tient continuance” of Mr. Plimsoll, in 
this great work. The Lord grant that 
humanity, and righteousness, and mercy 
may soon triumph over selfish and mer- 
cenary greed, that ‘‘root of all evil.” 

I trust that your fifty-seven hundred 
“oan Libraries,’ with their nearly 
300,000 volumes, sent out over all seas 
like ‘‘ bread cast upon the waters,” will 
return with an abundant harvest to bless 
the sowers. I think that this effort to 
enlighten and cheer the sailor, on his 
long and often tedious voyages, cannot 
fail to do much good,—and you will al- 
low me the privilege of adding one drop 
to to this ‘‘ cup of consolation,” by send- 
ing you, through my agents, twenty dol- 
lars, to add one more library to your list. 

I suppose that I am a Life Member, 
perhaps a Life Director, of your Society, 
by donations sent many years ago, and I 
am ever reminded, gratefully, of my 
obligation to your Society for a large 
and splendid copy of the ‘‘ Holy Bible,” 
which may be seen on our parlor table. 

With unabated interest in your work, 
with earnest prayers for the life of the 
sailors, and with kindest regards for all 
your fellow laborers, I am, dear sir, 

Your friend and brother in Christ, 
Trrus Coan, 
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Rescued, 

An American sailor, from the hospital 
in Rio Grande do Sul, (Brazil), sent on 
here by Consul Peabody, came to our 
Rooms afew weeks since in a state of the 
greatest destitution and distress. His 
story of the shameful treatment received 
at the hands of men who should have 
befriended him, had such an air of truth- 
fulness that we at once sent the poor 
fellow to the Sartor’s Homs, to be cared 
for, until we could ascertain the facts in 
the case. 

Upon investigation, he proved to be 
the son of a clergyman in a leading west- 
ern city, as well as the brother of a cler- 
gyman and a nephew of one of the most 
devoted and accomplished foreign mis- 
sionaries ever sent out from this country. 
A few days at the Homn, where Mr. and 
Mrs. Alexander treated him with the ut- 
most kindness, and under the sympathiz- 
ing and judicious counsel of our excel- 
lent resident missionary there ;—and this 
wandering sailor found his way to Christ. 
Arrangements were then made for get- 
ting him to his father, whose grateful 
acknowledgment found expression in a 
letter from which we make the following 
extract, viz: 


“‘T have just returned from a precious 
work of grace in the country and found 
our long absent wanderer and prodigal 
safe at home, sober and in his right 
mind, happy once more with his parents 
and brothers and sisters, who have very 
joyfully welcomed him back to his father’s 
house. 

He is very grateful, and wishes me to 
tender his warmest thanks for your 
kind treatment, your Christian counsel 
and your liberal aid in supplying his im- 
mediate wants, giving him shelter and 
generously, through your noble Amert- 
CAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND Soctery, sending 
him to his friends. He is eloquent in 
his praise of Mr. and Mrs. ALeExanpErR, 
and others connected with the Samors’ 
Home. * * * May God reward you 
all for the kind words and benevolent 
acts performed to this ‘‘son of the sea!” 

At thirteen years of age, as cabin boy 
in the whaleship North America, of New 
London, Ct., he served for three years, 
and circumnavigated the globe. He was 
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between seven and eight years in the vol- 
unteer and regular service in the Great 
Rebellion, the last three years fighting 
Indians on the plains. He has served in 
the Infantry, Artillery and Cavalry and 
Mounted Infantry, and has endured per- 
ils, hardships, privations and suffering 
that few mortals ever endured. Bat 
for an iron constitution would have gone 
under Jong ago. ; 

No romance or story, for startling 
changes, incidents and perils, can com- 
pare with his eventful life. But for one 
great fault he might have taken a high 

lace. His first captain, to drown a 
great trouble, took to drink, and the cab- 
in boy learned the lesson and so a life 
has been clouded for years! Oh, how 
many prayers have been lodged in the 
“* eolden censer ” by sorrowing friends all 
these years! God knoweth all the heart- 
pangs of his kindred, and all the shadows 
they have passed through, but blessed 
be His name ‘‘’tis sunshine at last,” and 
to God be the praise! 

* %* * * How grand your work! 
How glorious its object! How precious 
the result! How many that go down to 
the sea in ships are blessed by such ‘ pil- 
grims along the way.’ May God give you 
great joy in winning back the prodigals 
who are far from home and friends.” 

The writer of the letter from which 
this extract is taken, now in his seven- 
tieth year, has been forty-six years in the 
ministry, serving as pastor, evangelist, 
missionary and army chaplain. He 
writes from an experience which has 
made his gratitude like tried gold, and 
his testimony inestimable. 

Such instances of rescue are not infre- 
quent, and show to our readers some- 
thing of the work we are doing at the 
Sattor’s Home. 


Se 


How Bad A Steamer’s Forecastle 
Was.—Other Perils of Sailors 
in New York Harbor, 


Dr. C. Huyry Kine, Physician in Chief 
at the Seamen’s Retreat Hospital, on 
Staten Island, in his report for 1876, 
says,—and his words afford startling 
confirmation of Dr, Gmon’s statements 
printed on page 136 of the Magazine for 
May, 1877:— 
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**Seanty and poor food, a short allow- 
ance of water, and unhealthy bunks in a 
close and noxious forecastle are the lot of 
a common sailor on too many vessels 
now afloat, while every available space is 
used for storing cargo. 

‘*Some months ago the writer visited 
a fine ocean steamer then lying in dock. 
This vessel, which is an iron one, leaves 
the port of New York about once a 
month and has every convenience for the 
eomfort of passengers, as well as for that 
of the officers. The forecastle, however, 
presents a different appearance. It is 
twenty-five feet long, thirty feet at its 
greatest breadth and seven feet three 
inches high; in this place there are crowd- 
ed thirty-one firemen, sixteen seamen 
and two boys, which allows a capacity 
of about one hundred cubic feet of air to 
each person. A hatchway five feet square 
opens into the rear, having five port 
holes of eleven inches in diameter, on 
each side; this forecastle, the sides and 
roof of which are stained and covered 
with iron rust, is divided in the centre, 
by a partition running fore and aft. The 

aint locker, which is filled with white 
ead, zine, turpentine, oil, paint, &c., is 
located in the vessel’s bow, opening di- 
rectly into the forward part of the fore- 
castle; the bunks are arranged in tiers of 
three; each bunk being about six and 
one half feet long, two feet wide, and two 
feet apart. 

‘‘Tt sometimes happens that there are 
more men in the crew than there are 
bunks on board; and in such instances, 
some of the bunks are occupied by two or 
three different men, during twenty-four 
hours, and this without changing the 
bed clothes. 

“«Their ‘kits’ occupy all available space, 
except a narrow one on the vessel’s sides, 
used for along table. In stormy weather, 
the port holes and hatch are closed; and 
then the place is practically air-tight, 
and when the heat is turned on, almost 
unendurable. The men, who are thus 
boxed up, complain of close and impure 
air; nor is it a marvel that they are ad- 
mitted to hospital with endemic and re- 
mittent fevers; or that the average life 
of a sailor is about twelve years. The 
above case is not cited as the worst, but 
as one of the average provisions made 
for a crew on shipboard. 

“Tt is by no means uncommon, for a 
sailor to have but a single change of 
clothing; and this his entire possession 
after years of toil, hardship and ill-usage. 
This subject should receive attention; 
and no man should be allowed to go to 
sea without a proper outfit of clothing. 
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“Frequently when vessels arrive in 
port, a ‘runner’ is about the first person 
to greet the sailor after his long and per- 
ilous voyage, and endeavor, by every 
artifice, to induce him to become an in- 
mate of some particular boarding-house 
—the average of which are filthy, ill-ven- 
tilated and unhealthy. Once there, every 
device is resorted to to extort his hard- 
earned money, and then to ship him 
again and obtain his advance wages by 
presenting a fictitious bill, while he is 
sent adrift to have the same thing re-en- 
acted on him; or, perhaps, he is sent, 
reeking in filth and rags, to the hospi- 
tal, when he is no longer a source of 
profit to the landlord. 

““There are, in New York, a few res- 
pectable sailor boarding-houses conduct- 
ed on the temperance plan, with some 
regard to the comfort of their inmates; 
and where efforts are made to improve 
the moral condition of ‘those who go 
down to the sea inships;’ but the majority 
of them are the reverse of this, and are 
frequented by the lowest class of both 
sexes and all ages. 

“*It is no wonder, then, with hard- 
ships at sea, and such associations on 
shore, that Jack is not always as moral 
as he might be, or that the Jolly Tar of 
romance and the Jolly Tar of reality 
should so widely differ as they do. 

“* Would it not be well to abolish the 
wretched system of advance wages, which 
obtains no where else save in the mer- 
chant marine, working evil alike to the 
master and sailor? And why not treat 
the latter as if he were a man, and not a 
chattel or purchaseable commodity.” 
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Offices of the American Seamen’s 
Friend Society, 

The ‘‘Seamen’s New York Directory,” 
which appeared in the last number of the 
SArLor’s MaGazine suggests a few remi- 
niscences. The origin of the Society was 
peculiar, In September, 1825, a commu- 
nication was published, signed by one 
hundred and fourteen respectable mas- 
ters and mates of vessels, expressing a 
deep interest in the promotion of moral- 
ity and religion among seamen, and the 
hope that the project of a National Sea- 
men’s Friend Society might be carried 
into effect. A great public meeting was 
held in this city on the 25th of October 
in that year, Hon. Smith Thompson. 
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then Secretary of the Navy, presiding, at 
which able addresses were delivered, all 
warmly recommending the plan of a Na- 
tional Society. The subject was agita- 
tated in various ways until the great ob- 
ject was accomplished, May 5th, 1828. 

The first Anniversary of the Society 
was held in Wall Street Church, near 
Broadway, May 11th, 1829. Receipts for 
the year, $1,214.38. 

For two years the Society had no office, 
but in 1880 rooms were secured in the 
wing of the South Baptist Church, No. 
82 Nassau street, where the business of 
the Society was transacted. Among the 
early friends who used to visit that office 
was Hon. Stephen Van Rensselaer, then 
an honored Vice President of the Soci- 
ety. He was about as near my ideal of a 
Christian gentleman as any man I have 
ever seen. His interest in the cause has 
continued in his children and grandchil- 
dren. One of the former left the Society 
a legacy of $21.000,—two thirds of which 
has already been paid. 

In 1839 the Society removed to No. 16 
Burling slip, over Blunt’s Navigation 
Warehouse, and again, in 1842, to 71 Wall 
street, over the Seamen’s Bank for Say- 
ings. In 1845 Wall street was renumber- 
ed, changing 71 to 93. The bank erected 
a new building, No. 82 Wall street, in 
1846, where the Society found quarters 
for six years, till 1852, when the final re- 
moval was made to No. 80 Wall street, 
where the AmERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND 
Society has been found for a quarter of 
a century, and where it still is,—over the 
Marine National Bank. 

The writer has had a desk in every of- 
fice named, and has known the Society 
in prosperity and adversity, from the day 
of its organization to the present time. 
In its early history life directors and life 
members were called upon to contribute 
five dollars, each, to pay its debts, and 
later the Society struggled with a debt of 
$22,000, the last dollar of which was 
paid in April, 1864. 

During the year ending April 1st, 
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1877, $65,805.22 were received ; a very 
encouraging advance over the first year 
as given above, Nb Hee les, 


=> 8 —__———_- 


N. Y. E. M. E, Conference. 


The following resolutions were unani- 
mously adopted at its late session in 
Hartford, in regard to the Seamen’s 
Cause, viz:— 

Whereas, The gracious purposes and 
promises of God comprehend the conver- 
sion of ‘‘ the abundance of the sea” unto 
Him; and,— 

Whereas, A sanctified commerce, re- 
gulated by Christian merchants, and 
carried on by Christian seamen, would 
be a mighty agency for the conversion of 
the world, we deem it highly import- 
ant that persistent efforts should be 
made to secure such a commerce, and to 
evangelize those who ‘‘go down to the 
sea in ships.” We gratefully recognize 
the blessing of God, signally manifested 
during the past year in the outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit upon the ‘‘sons of the 
sea,” and find in this fact an encourage- 
ment to greater prayerfulness, zeal and 
labor, in their behalf. 

Resolved, that as the ‘‘ AMERICAN SEA- 
MEN’S F’'RIEND Society” is one of the fore- 
most agencies ‘in this Christian work, 
and has long commended itself to the 
approval of the Churches of the country, 
this Conference again commends the 
missionaries and the ‘‘ Loan Library 
System” of the AmERIcCAN SEAMEN’S 
Frienp Socrery to the favor, prayers, 
ae benevolence of our pastors and peo- 
ple. 


——e<__ 


Sailors’ Home, 190 Cherry Street. 


Mr. ALEXANDER reports one hundred 
and fifty arrivals at the Home during the 
month of April. These deposited with 
him $912, of which the sum of $350 
were sent to the Savings Bank, $450 
were forwarded to relatives and the 
balance returned to depositors. In the 
same time fifteen men went to sea from 
the HomE without advance, and one was 
sent to the hospital. 

Several cases for relief have been sent 
to the Home and, upon examination, 
such as proved to be worthy were gen- 
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erously provided for by the Superintend- 
ent. Our missionary there has also min- 
istered to several destitute families of 
seamen, in this way gaining access to 
minister to them with the comforts of 
the Gospel. 


OS 


Position of the Principal Planets for 
June, 1877, 


Mercury is a morning star during this 
month; is stationary among the stars in 
on the evening of the 7th at 11 
o’clock; is in conjunction with the Moon 
on the morning of the 10th at 4h. 17m., 
being 9° 23/ south; is at its greatest 
elongation to the west on the afternoon 
of the 20th at 6h. 4m., being 22° 35/ away 
from the sun; is at its greatest brilliancy 
on the morning of the 23d, at which time 
it is very favorably situated for observa- 
tion, rising at 3h. 14m, and north of east 
20° 197, 

VeNUS is an evening star, setting on the 
ist at 7h. 54m., and north of west 31° 
22/; is in conjunction with the moon on 
the morning of the 12th at 2h. 47m., be- 
ing 3° 47/ south. 

Mars crosses the meridian on the morn- 
ing of the Ist at 5h. 20m., being 15° 7/ 
south of the Equator; is in conjunction 
with the moon on the afternoon of the 
2nd at 5h. 48m., being 2° 22’ south. 

JUPITER crosses the meridian on the 
morning of the 1st at 1h. 25m., being at 
the time 238° 7/ south of the Equator; is 
in opposition with the sun on the after- 
noon of the 19th at 5h. 39m,; at this 
time it is at its greatest brilliancy; is in 
conjunction with the Moon at 17m. past 
midnight on the 25th. 

SATURN rises on the morning of 1st at 
th. 05m., and south of east 7° 11/, and is 
considered a morning star until the after- 
noon of the 10th at 8h. 47m., when it is 
in quadrature with the Sun; is in con- 
junction with the Moon on the afternoon 
of the 4th at 8h. 24m., being 3° 87/ south. 
N.Y. Umversity. Jigs dele alsy, 
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Marine Disasters in April, 1877, 


The number of vessels belonging to, or bound 
to or from ports in the United States, reported 
totally lost and missing during this month, is 
55, of which 25 were wrecked, 15 abandoned, 
3 burned, 1 sunk by collision, 5 foundered, and 
6 are missing. The list inciudes 4 steamers, 3 
ships, 12 barks, 6 brigs, and 30 schooners, and 
their total value, exclusive of cargoes, is esti- 
mated at $1,055,000 

Below is the list, giving names, ports whence 
hailing, destination, &c. Those indicated by a 
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w were wrecked, @ abandoned, 6 burned, sc 
sunk by collision, / foundered, andm missing. 


STEAMERS. 


Rusland, w. from Antwerp for New York. 
J. K. Guille, (tug) 6. (in New York Lower Bay.) 
Leo, b. from Savannah for Nassau. 
h. L. Meyers, w. (near Wilmington, N. C.) 
SHIPS. 
Shand, /. from New York for London. 
Black Eagle, w. from Puget Sound for Callao. 
Paut Teschner, a. from Savannah for Liver- 
pool. 
BARKS. 


Burnside, m. from New York for Leghorn. 
Inga, m. from New York for London. 
Fannie, w. from New York for Cronstadt. 
Northwood, w. from Baltimore for San An- 
dreas. 
Karnak, m. from Philadelphia for Leith. 
W.C. Park,m. trom Port Gamble for Adelaide. 
Mercur, w. from New York for Queenstown. 
A. E. Elliott, /. from Baltimore for Boston. 
Onkel Aderman, a. from Darien for Elsinore. 
Terra Nova, a. from New York, for Bristol, E. 
oA Ae a. from Bull River, 8. C., for Eng- 
and. 
Perseverance, w. from Bordeaux for Pasca- 
goula. 
BRIGS. 


Sam’! Lindsey, w. fm Cardenas for New York. 

Roanoake, w. from Philadelphia for Laguayra. 

Jobn M. Burns, w. from New Orleans for Bo- 
nacea. 

Sabine, a. from Long Cay, T. I. for Boston. 

Redite, m. from New York for Corfu. 

Caroline E. Kelly, m. from La Have, N. 8. for 
Hayti. 

SCHOONERS. 

Challenge, w. (on Moro Bar, Cal.) 

Constitution, w. from Egg Harbor, N. J., for 
Riverside. 

John C. McShain, w. from Philadelphia for 
Alexandria. 

Iona, w. from Rockland for Jacksonville. 

Trade Wind, w. from Alexandria for Hoboken. 

Walton, w. from Jacksonville for Bath. 

Hattie L. Fuller, a. trom St. Mary’s, Ga,, for 
Washington, D. C. 

EK. J. Heraty, w. for Philadelphia. 

Mary K. Sprunt, /. (on North Carolina coast.) 

C. BE. Elmer, w. from Philadelphia for Havana. 

Lewis 8. Davis, a. f’'m Cardenas for Baltimoie. 

Abbie, a. from Matanzas for Hampton Roads. 

J. M. Leonard, se. from Philafor Providence. 

Mary W. Hupper, a. from New York for Sa- 
vannah. 

B. W. Robinson, w. from Philadelphia for Ha- 
yana. 

Mary Mankin, /. from Boston for Philadelphia. 

Lark, a. from Baltimore for Porto Beilo. 

tb. W. Townsend, a. from St. Mary’s, Ga., for 
Baltimore. 

W. G. Patton, 6. from Hong Kong for Channel. 

Loderick Kose, a. from Inagua to Holmes’ Hole. 

Cohasset, w. (Whaler.) 

Benj. Young, a. from St. Marc. for Boston. 

Mary E. Thompson, w. from New York for 
Brunswick, Ga. 

Frank & Emily, 7. from Rockport, Me., for 
Wilmington, N. C. 

Chas. H. Keller. a. from Cardenas for Wilming- 
ton, N.C. 

Justice, w. from New York for Narrag’sett P. 

Z. Williams, w. (at Hatteras Inlet.) 

L. A. Leeman, w. from Pascagoula for Corpus 
Christi. 

Mary Patten, a. from Savannah for Barbadces. 

Mary EB. Staples, w. from Sagua for Boston. 


The Bureau Veritas publishes the following 
statistics of vessels of all nationalities, report- 
ed lost during 
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MARCH, 1877. 


Sailing Vessels—53 English, 13 French, 17 Am- 
erican, 12 German, 10 Dutch, 9 Norwegian, 8 
Italian, 7 Austrian, 4 Greek, 4 Swedish, 2 Dan- 
ish, 1 Belgian, 1 Turkish, 1U of which ‘the na- 
tionality is unknown; total, 152. In this num- 
ber are included 34 ye-sels reported missing 

Steamers—3 English, 1 Belgian, 1 menene 
total, 5. 


i ee 


' 
Important to Mariners, 
NIGHT SIGNALS FOR DISTRESS AND TO 
CALL PILOT. 

There is now estabiished a Distress Coston 
Night signal, showing, while burning, the col- 
ors Red-White-Red in succession, for use on 
all lake and sea-going vessels. 

This signal will, hereatter, be recognized by 
the U.S. Life Saving Service Stations on our 
Coas(s, also by the U.S. Revenue Marine ves- 
sels. 

NIGHT SIGNAL TO CALL PILOT. 

There is now established a Coston Night 
Signal to call a Pilot, showing, while bw ning, 
the colors White-Red-White in succession. 

This signal will, hereafter, be recognized by 
all Pilots. 


————————<—_— 0 ——___. 


Receipts for April, 1877. 


MAINE. 
Bangor, Ist Cong. church............ $11 22 
Brunswick, Cong. church............ 15 45 
Cumberland, Cong. church.......... 16 21 

Aan Ee OMeriM es mace civiccise velaciansteisoe 11 00 
Gorham, (Cons ‘church ercicscs dee sse 10 00 
Noith Yarmouth, Coug. church...... 5 00 
South Brunswick, Cong. church..... 22 00 
Weells;Cone. churches sccncs eesti Bo PAOD 
Yarmouth, Coug. church...... -- 25 00 
ork Cong church cisacesesteteisine lets 6 00 

NEW HAMPSHIRE, 
Keene, lst Cong. church....... ARpora 13 18 
Sanborntun, Cong. church...... secee 12 00 
MASSACHUSETTS. 
Abington, Cong. church.............. 20 50 
Avyersd. 5. Cong. Chueh)... cece uaces 2 00 
Boston, Capt. McKay, schr. Marcher. 1 00 
Byfleld, Cong. church................ 5 25 
Charlestown, Winthrop Cong. ch.. 30 21 
Chelsea, Cong. Ghurchycen sneer 12 38 
Clinton, lst Cong. Ghuinehesercere 27 05 
Hast t Medway, 8. 8. Cong. ch., $20 

TOR MW OTALY' sree aigciore apivisiemcistemcinie 29 16 
Blorence, Cong. Churehens sesccscsec 62 5y 
Franklin, Cong. ch., S. H. Shepherd, 

4 GaN (aoe pBacbansocnocusoe neOaseucs 31 10 
Groton, Cong. church, for library.. 20 00 
Hanover. 8.8. Cong. Churchee.nec es 3 42 
Marlbo.o, Union Cong. church...... 40 00 
Milford, Cong. church. . Aaceode 12 76 
Northampton, Ist Cong. ch. >in part. 10 00 
Oxford, lst Cong. church............. 16 00 
Salisbury and Amesbur y, Cong. ch.. 7 39 
South Hadley Fails, Cong. ch., Rey. 

GEO MISN eT Tie ae naewsits so nenme ence 14 86 
Templeton, 8.8. Cong. church...... 8 10 
West Hampton, Cong. church....... 4 86 
Whitinsville, Cong. ch., and Society, 

of wh. Chas. P. Whitin, for lib’s, 

$100, Mrs. Chas. P. Whitin $25... 683 75 
Worcester, Piedmont Cong. church 
AUGUSM Snceereiindemee since cca -. 47 40 
CONNECTICUT. 
East Windsoy, Ist Cong. church...... 20 00 
GYECD WIChy MGW oaecausemesctneate 5 00 
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Lisbon, Cong. Church .....se-reeeree 12 
Middletown, ist Cong. church......- 42 50 
New Haven, ‘‘ H. B.,” for library.... 20 00 
North Greenwich, Cong. church..... 15 00 
Old Lyme, Cong church...... RUS sdd0 27 75 
Old Saybrook, Cong. church........- 14 00 
Stamtord, Cong. church..... selersiselia 26 20 
ets hons Pres. ch. » Mrs. J. Pome- ile 
Wahlingtord, Cong. Church--.2 oe 22 00 
Water bury, 8. S. Ist Cong. ch., lib’s. - 40 00 
NEw YORK. 

Aubuitn, M. HacuurcDyccccisiecncineteicts 3 48 
Brooklyn, ds. 8. Ret. ch on Heights, 

for VIDPABY ois ceca tae ete cea aeee vides SONOS: 
Buffalo, P. P. Pratt.. 50 00 

S. 8. Rogers....... 25 00 

D. P. Rum CY. --0- 25 00 
Canandaigua, Mrs. a 5 ae 
Cortland. Pres. Ghurch.......22-0e0 12 70 

Baipa CHUL cle\jecsrsietaiviasaciaeeiae sere HUG 

MyM. CHURCH seaabe sas sincere access - 12 68 
Hampton, Bap: CHUTCR is-.1sesa cerns 24 13 

Cong. church::eheec facets ees 10 67 

Wx SOMES. civic cite cmcisieta ahistaenionieweate 80 
Marcellus, Pres. church, for library. 20 00 
Newburg, S. 5. Union Pres. ch. , from 

Helen Lefferts Prime Memorial 

Bund, LOW ULAY c-eaelicieeteremtacters 20 00 

New York City, Capt. Kirkham, brig 

CO ALM T1Olsatats salaleios cla welcta increta 2 00 
Estate Mrs. S. W. Arms, by G. C. 

IW OO CIN aT rerate octets sate oesteierate aerate 600 00 
William Libbey, Jr., for libraries.. 180 00 
JAMES IDLO Williicele a cioieia cle iviaiclelersictieieie 100 09 
Miss Laura Boorman, to const. her- 

BOLE Lise (MMi oie relwie(slestechalsteleeetinietele ates 30 00 
As ADDOtu ds cece ejosslelnetays Cleretetere rotate coe 6892 00 
Henry Dayerecsceisie ris sie eer a eicelcee a OROO 
HEN PAPE VOUIW.C Lac siete siaieielereesisie siaeeisists 10 00 
N. Fisher...... @:a\cisie'e\eleisinssiele selena] Ne LOROU 
Richard Pnvilicsc one cece vessle see) UELONOG! 
Hoyt Bros... 22. sc00 se L000 
Wiuard Parker, M. D.. eo » 1900 
Alfred C. Post, M. D... ~ 1000 
Babcock Bros. & Co...... Ropodsibcos 10 00 
Mrs) Be Bullardienecedease iso cieleynsiais 10 00 
WG COsececice cers srotsteleisle|vistaiels ete tere 10 00 
TAS ENOLING caeciion dabobbcoaacscsosascis lu 00 
D. 8. Egleston 10 00 
I. N. Phelps. 5 00 
C. R. Robert 5 00 
Charies G. Landon.. Wicloate 5 00 
Oapt. Blanchard. 0... cece. ncn -- 500 
AV ACB lisSovsisies cineelncamanrecenice Goose é 5 00 
Cu Buwlericivcacs veer pishacveatatna.ciere foo 5 00 
ths, doy, ELOY Use ye soeieciceasiecieaece aeisalere! 5 00 

Oxford Bap -chuvehiisesseseeeeeeaee 6 83 
Rochester, Mrs. Chloe Wilcox, for 

LDL AR Vine saceeceeeehetler steele ecseeee 20 00 
Rome, Ist Pres. church. siaielesis sisicictere 12 72 
Smithtown, Pres. church.......... afore 7 00 
West Winfield, Cong. church........ 5 00 

Cong. church, Bridgewater peer sete 3 00 

NEW JERSEY. 
Morristown, Miss. Soc. of South St. 

PLES. CHUYCHMNOLAL sens tiie aee de 20 00 
Newark, Central Pres. church....... 31 90 
Somerville, Helen R. Johnson....... 5 00. 
Trenton, 3rd Pres. church......... sae +16 92 
West Milistone, Ref. church......... 5 00 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
Washington, Mrs. Jane Q. Mahon, for 
lib’y in ‘mem. Gen. Winn: Francis 
Bartlett . sais oaiciesa sin oieerearce Me OLOO 
NORTH CAROLINA, 
Raleigh, Y. P. Miss. Coll.,Cong.ch.. 1 00 


$2,950 38 
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Cast thy bread upon the waters: for thou shalt find it after many days.—Ecc. 11: 1, 


LOAN LIBRARY REPORTS. 


WHOLE NUMBER OF LOAN LIBRARIES SENT TO SEA, TO May 1st, 1877, 5,866; 
RESHIPMENTS OF SAME 4,678; No. oF VOLs., 290,856; AccESSIBLE TO 234,468 SEAMEN. 
During April, 1877, fifty-eight loan libraries, twenty-eight new (of which twen- 
ty-one are yet to be assigned), and thirty refitted, were sent to sea from our Rooms 


at New Ycrk and Boston. 
New York, and Nos. 4.812, 


at Boston. 


The new libraries were Nos. 6,071 to 6,094, inclusive, at 
4,851, 4,853 and 4,854, 


Preceding any of 


these, we print, herewith, the record of assignment of twenty-three new libraries 
previously sent out, and hitherto reported in the Lirz Boar. 


No. of 
Library. 


5992..Mrs. Chloe Wilcox, Rochester, N. Y.. 


5993..°* H. B.,”” New Haven, Conn 
5994..S.S. Pres. ch., Marcellus, N. Y. 
5996..S.S. Bap. ch., Hamilton, N. Y.. 
5997..Mrs. St. John, New York City......... 
5998..S. 8. Cong. church, Bristol, Conn 
5999..S. S. Cong. church, W. Killingly, Conn. 
6001..R. P. Buck, Esq.. Brooklyn. N. Y., for 
F. A. Spofford Memorial Library 
6002..R. P. Buck, Esq . Brooklyn. N. Y., for 
FA. Spofford Memorial Library 
6003..R. P. Buck, Esq.. Brooklyn, N. Y., ne 
Ff. A. Spofford ‘Memorial Library... 
6004..Rev. R. re Storrs, Brooklyn, N. Y 
6007..R. P. Buck, Esq., Brooklyn, N. Y., 
FF. A. Spofford Memorial Library 
6014..R. P. Buck, Esq., Brooklyn, N. Y., for 
F’. A. Spofford ‘Memorial Libr ary. 
6015..W. A. swan, Brooklyn, N. Y.. jess 
6016..Spencer Trask, Brooklyn, N. sey for 
Alanson Trask, Jr., LADrary..+e.0++ aan 
6017..Geo. H. Nichols. Brooklyn, N. Y..... 
6018..S.S, Church of Pilgrims, B’klyn, N, a8 
GOLD cn 6” 
6020..Mrs. A. A. Ee ee Lansingburgh, N. 
Y., for Chas B. Peebles Mem’l Lib’y.. 
6021..8. 8. 3rd Pres. ch., Newark, N. J. 
6023..Rev. Titus Coan, Hilo, Hawaii, 5. L.. 
6035..S. S., lst Pres. ch., Lansingburgh, N. Y. 
for Chas. H, Kellogg Menvl Lib’y. 
6059..Miss Hattie Conway, pha a Creek, 


By whom furnished. 


bereee 


4812..Seamen’s Friend Soc’y, Concord, N. H. 
4851.,.8.'8., Cong. ch., Groton, Mass....+++++- 


Where placed. 


a Justine H. IBeer, 


Balk EEA Bary sce esc 
Bark T. K. Weldon..... 
Schr ene Oilivenocscr : 
Bark N. Thayer...... alate 
Ship B. r Metealf.... 

Bark Iron Age.... 


Bark Waligvescccsisiss =). Ao 
Ship Bessie Crosby 


Bark Vibilia 
Ship Colchester......... 


Steamer Croft... cice 5-16 ne 


Bark Adolf Engler 
Bark Trayeler........ 


Bark Anna Walsh...... 
Bark Com. Dupont...... 
Bark Fannie 
Bark Monitor 


BALK Mem platens csieiece 
Ship Annie Bingay 
Ship Colorado........... 
Back Etta Loring....... 


Bark Benefactor........ 


Seamen’s Home, Concord, N. H 


Bark Alexander Camp- 
bell. 


Fee rm mate wera aaneee 


Men in 

Bound jor. Gieie 
Bristolvrgeccceles ss au 
Glasgow... ..--+- 06 20 
Havana..... 500 12 
AVE ersietaleletstsisisieletever: 9 
JAVA..... me ie Die 14 
On donweecjosiss ares 24 
Rio de Janeiro.... 12 
BordeauxXecsc sc-s0) Le 
IB NOMCNins ete clelescleveren el 
Europe..... onoescn 15 
ANtWELrp... 2.206 ne Al) 
AnNtWerp.... eee... 24 
Java.... ereeren yes 
Hayre. ss. wen LO 
Buenos Ayres...-. 12 
OaGiZie steerer co 2 
Cronstadt........- 5s 
Cordnnadsnciesnees 5 abe 
Calettaicersictereisst. oy 1s 
BYeMOny ccacesincns 18 
Melbourne........ . 20 
UV iiclain!atwinia eje'alelsiatels 16 
Hong Kong........ 25 
West Indies....... 10 


190 THE LIFE BOAT. 
4853.. Ladies’ Bethel Society, Newburyport, 

IMGSGstac steep ecieelen cide elratte oeareeeiseitere a Ship Kannec Tucker.... Bombay....-+--+++ . 25 
4854..S. S. Cong. ch., East Medway, Mass... Schr. Ada T. Cole....... Wire inamecrcsesetsar 7 
Hesse a Ref. ch. on Heights, Brooklyn, : 

weiter ieeateeralaleatsin oclaie velar sta eiateeteiate eet Ship Harvey Mills...... San Francisco..... 35 
6078.. Helen Lefferts Prime Mem’! library, 

YY Ss. 8S. Union Pres. ch. Newburg, ; 

9 has ouudqu eric puobon nde eoeaon OC Conoar Ship Soyr’gn ofthe Seas. San Francisco..... 27 
6080. Ns. Jane O. Mahon, Washington, D.C. Ship Friediander........ San Francisco..... 30 


The thirty-three libraries refitted and 
reshipped were : 

No. 981, on brig Sea Side, for St. Lu- 
cie ; No. 1,825, on steamer #. C. Bid- 
dle, for coastwise ; No. 1,841, on schr. Z. 
Steelman, for St. Domingo ; No. 1,926, 
on schr. H, J. Palmer, for St. Domingo ; 
No. 2,160, on brig J. 7. Ives, for Santan- 
der ; No. 3,256, on brig |vanhoe, for San- 
tander ; No. 3,932, on schr. C. Morford, 
for Santiago; No. 4,104, on schr. Lilly, 
for Charleston; No. 4,115, on schr. A. S. 
Derby, for Savannah; No. 4,245, on schr, 
M. J. Cook, for Pensacola; No. 4,287, on 
schr. J. P. Wright, for Nassau; No. 
4,442, on brig Athole, for Pernambuco ; 
No. 4,476, on schr. Peter Mitchell, for Bra- 
zil; No. 4,620, on brig W/. Bartlett, for Ha- 
vana; No. 5,207, on brig A. G. Jewett, for 
Havana; No. 5,282, on brig S. G. Pink- 
ham, for Rio Grande; No. 5,522, on brig 
Adelaide, for Cuba; No. 5,656, on schr. 
W. L. Plummer, for Havana; No. 5,749, 
on bark Hornet, for Laguayra; No. 5,787, 
on brig L. Wyman, for New Orleans; 
No. 5,794, read with interest, gone to St. 
Stephens, on schr. Astra; No. 5,812, on 
sehr. 2. A. Orr, for St. John’s + No! 
5,821, on brig #. Goodale, for Monte- 
video; No. 5,948, on brig A. MW. Hesler, 
for Majorca; No._5,945, on bark Queens- 
bury, for Yokohama; No. 5,950, books 
read with profit, gone to Montevideo on 
bark Tremont. 

No, 4,202, returned at Boston in good 
condition, “and gone to West Indies on 
schr. Mary D. Leach, Capt. Paire; No. 
4,285, returned at Boston; books much 
read; gone to Callao, on schr. Mary D, 
Wilson, Capt. Moor. 


PRACTICAL TESTIMONY—CONVERSIONS, 


No. 4,669, returned at Boston in good 
condition, and gone coasting on schr. 


A, D. Newell, Capt. Lamb, 
captain writes :— 

“Tt would be hard to tell what books 
have been read most. All have been read; 
some of them several times by different 
crews. The more I can get men to read, 
the better men I have to perform their 
duties. This last winter I have had five 
Christian sailors, and better men never 
sailed. How sweet to hear the name of 
Jesus, in a strange land. * * Ssh 

No tongue can tell the amount of good 
Ture SeameEn’s F'rinnp Society is doing 
in sending out libraries to be read by all 
tongues and nations. May this good 
work continue till many are brought to 
the saving truth in Christ ! and may the 
officers be converted as well as the sailors, 
for it is a hard matter for a crew to be 
good, with bad officers. * eee 

I wish to say that the ‘ Land of Shadow- 
ing Wings’ is a precious book to me. 
Send it whenever you can, and it will be 
a blessing to many. God bless you—is 
the desire of, yours truly,— 

WILLIAM JEWELL, 
Master Schooner Nellie S. Jewell.” 

P. S.—Some of the crew of this vessel 
were converted and united with the Mar- 
iner’s Church, Philadelphia. While in 
the West Indies, regular meetings were 
held on the Sabbath and at other times. 
The Moody and Sankey hymns were used. 


7 men. 


MORE CONVERSIONS.—GOOD OFFICERS AND 
LIBRARIES HELP BACH OTHER, 

No. 4,981,* returned in good condition, 
“*T feel thankful to Taz Snamen’s Friend 
Socinty for their kindness in furnishing 
good books for vessels. I have received 
great benefit from the books. My crew 
have read them with much benefit. I find 


* Contributed by S. S. Pres. church, Green- 
port, L. I. 
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that where a library is on board, and the 
officers are kind to the men, there is no 
trouble. I have had men come on board 
my vessel who use a great deal of profane 
language, who, by kind words and the use 
of your libraries, so change their habits as 
not to use a profane word during the voy- 
age ;—and I have often heard them sing- 
ing hymns and giving praise to God. I 
have also had them come and say to me, 
‘that book has done me good.’ Three of 
my men were conyerted during the last 
voyage. W. J. S- ; 

Master Schooner Andrew Noverger.” 

Gone coasting in the schr. H. L. Cor- 
dery, Capt. Hoogley, 7 men. 


GOOD WORK DONE. 
“‘ Rio DE JANEIRO, S. A., 
March 6th, 1877. 

** Gentlemen : —Afteralon and tedious, 
—but, thank God, a safe,—passage, I 
arrived here, March 1st, and found the 
British brig Hate, of Halifax, N. S., also 
here. The captain’s wife being with him, 
she has asked me to exchange libraries, 
and I have taken the liberty of so do- 
ing, giving them my library, No. 5,001,* 
32 volumes. 

The books of my library have all been 
read by myself, and by a part of the 
erew. The rest think that religion is not 
wanted by them. But it gives me great 
pleasure to write you that the books of 
the library have been the means of break- 
ing two of my men of the evil and sinful 
habits of swearing, and drinking, and I 
now often see them have the Holy Bible 
in their hands, reading it. May God 
bless all those who have interested them- 
selves in behalf of the poor sailor! Hn- 
closed is $2, which please accept in be- 
half of Loan Library 5,001. 


Trusting that your noble Society 
may be the instrument, in the hands of 
our Heavenly Father, of converting those 
of us who roam the mighty deep. I re- 
main, gentlemen, yours to command, 

Joun K. KirkKHam, 
Mast. Brig Ubaldiena, of Liverpool, N.S. 


* Contributed by the Countess of Aberdeen, 
Scotland. 


Lon 


With All Your Might, 


If you’ve any task to do, 
Let me whisper, friend, to you, 
Do it. 


If you’ve anything to say, 
True and needed, yea or nay, 
Say it. 


If you’ve anything to love, 
As a blessing from above, 
Love it. 


If you’ve anything to give, 
That another’s joy may live, 
Give it. 


If you know what torch to light, 
Guiding others through the night, 
Light it. 


If you’ve any debt to pay, 
Rest you neither night nor day,— 
Pay it. 


If you’ve any joy to hold 
Next your heart, lest it grow cold,— 
Hold it. 


If you’ve any grief to meet 
At the loving Father’s feet, 
Meet it. 


If you’re given light to see 
What a child ote should be, 
ee it. 


Whether life be bright or drear, 

There’s a message, sweet or clear, 

Whispered down to every ear,— 
Hear it. 


+2 


From the Bible Society Record. 
He Wanted the Heathen to Have 
Them Too, 


The spirit and aim of those who are 
sending the Bible to the heathen is beau- 
tifully illustrated by an incident narrated 
of little Miller Bissell, of Norwalk, Conn., 
a dear child of seven years of age, whose 
early death occurred a few months since. 
He belonged to a ‘“‘Sunbeam Circle,” a 
company of little children who gathered 
up in ‘‘ mission boxes” such gifts as they 
could, and who in this way during the 
last year raised sixty-five dollars for the 
foreign field. 

Often during the week that Miller was 
so ill, did he ask to have his ‘‘ Box ” 
opened, that he might see how much he 
had for the ‘‘poor heathen children.” 
Once in opening it his mother’s attention 
was attracted by a little piece of newspa- 
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per among the pennies. ‘‘ Why, Miller, 
what is this?” she said, ‘‘ you don’t want 
this in.” ‘‘ Oh yes,” he saidin his quick, 
bright way, ‘‘yes, JT do, mamma, why, 
they are beautiful, beautiful verses about 
God. I do want the heathen to have 
them too; they are beautiful. I know 
they will like them.” And so the pre- 
cious little paper was put back to be sent 
with his other treasures for the Lord. 


He admired the verses and wanted the 
heathen to have them too. This was 
genuine benevolence, and it illustrates 
the nature of true love which seeks to 
give to the heathen that gospel which is 
to us as the pearl of great price. 

In the Mareh number of the Record 
was told the story of a little boy in Con- 
necticut, only seven years old, who had 
put into his ‘‘ mission box,” with his 
pennies, some ‘‘ beautiful verses about 
God,” because, as he said, he wanted 
the heathen to have them too.” This 
touching story has been widely circulat- 
ed, and now a lady in China, connected 
with the Baptist Mission, writes to the 
Bible Society, offering her services in 
carrying out the child’s desire. She says: 

«The thought immediately struck me: 
Ought not the real purpose of the little 
missionary contributor to be carried out 
by the translation of the verses into the 
language of some heathen country? Of 
course [ don’t know whether the verses 
may prove to be one of our hymns already 
translated, or whether they are such as 
can be suitably or easily rendered into 


Chinese; but if you will kindly procure 
me a copy of them, I will do my best to 


fulfill the wishes of the little boy that 


died.” 


The verses entitled, ‘‘God Sees Me,” 
and ‘‘The Bible Says I May,” have al- 
ready been sent to a missionary in Tur- 
key, but this request from a far-off pagan 
‘land shows that more than one person is 
ready to aid in giving these verses to the 
heathen. Who knows but their circula- 
tion in China may lead many to ask for 
the Holy Bible, which tells us so much 
more about God? 


THE LIFE BOAT. 


We are sure that our readers will be 
glad to know what these verses are, and 
will appreciate the Christian instinct that 
prompted the desire in Miller Bissell’s 
heart to share them with heathen chil- 
dren. They are as follows:— 


“Gop SEES ME.” 


God sees me both by night and day, 

As I’ve oft heard my father say 5 

He sees me when my mother’s nigh, 
And when I’m far from her kind eye; 
He sees me when the sun is bright, 
When noonday skies are blue and clear; 
He sees me in the hush of night; 

And in the dark I feel no fear. 

He sees me strive his ways to keep; 

To think I please him makes me glad: 
He sees me sin, and makes me weep, 
Then heals the heart himself made sad. 
[ll strive to bear this thought in mind, 
That God beholds me everywhere, 

That I may love a Friend so kind, 

And thus repay his tender care. 


‘THE BIBLE Says I MAY.” 


I am alittle soldier, 

And, though not very old, 
1 mean to fight for Jesus, 

And win a crown of gold. 

I know he makes me happy, 

And loves me all the day ; 
Il be his little soldier: 

The Bible says I may. 


I love my precious Saviour 
Because he died for me; 
And, if I did not serve him, 
How sinful I should be! 
He gives me every comfort, 
And hears me when I pray; 
I want to live for Jesus: 
The Bible says I may. 


I now can do but little; 
Yet, when I grow a man, 

Ill try to do for Jesus 
The greatest good I can. 

God help and make me faithful 
In all I do and say ; 

I want to live a Christian. 


American Seamen’s Friend Society. 


R. P. Buck, President. 
Rev. S. H. HALL, D. D., Cor. Sec. & Treas. 
L. P. HUBBARD, Financial Agent. 


District Seeretaries: 
Rev 8. W. HANKS, Cong’! House, Boston, 
Rey.. H. BEEBE, New Haven, Conn, 


LIFE MEMBERS AND DIRECTORS. 


A payment of Five Dollars makes an Annual Member, and Thirty Dollars at one time 
constitutes a Life Member; One Hundred Dollars, or a sum which in addition to a previous 
payment makes One Hundred Dollars, a life Director. 


FORM OF A BEQUEST, 


“I give and bequeath to THE AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND SOCIETY, incorporated by 
the Legislature of New York, in the year 1833, the sum of $——, to be applied to the chari- 
table uses and pursoses of the said Society.” 

Three witnesees should certify at the end of the will, over their signatures, to the follow- 
ing formalities, wh ch, in the execution of the will should be strictly observed: 

Ist. That the testator subscribed (or acknowledged the subscription of) the will in their 
presence.—2nq. That he at the sane time declared to them that it was his last. will and 
testament.—3:d. That they, the witnesses, then and there. in his presence, and at his re- 
quest, and in presence: f each other, signed their names thereto as witnesses. 

SHIPS’ LIBRARIES. 
Loan Libraries for ships are furnished at the offices, 80 Wall Street, N. Y., and 13 Oonaee: 


gationalist Honse, Boston, at the shortest notice. Bibles and Testaments in various lan- 
guages may be had either at the office, or at the Depository of the New York Bible Society. 


7 Beekman Street. 
SAVINGS BANKS FOR SEAMEN. 


All respectable Savings’ Banks are open to deposits from Seamen, which will be kept 
safely and secure regular instalments of interest. Seamen’s Savings’ Banks as such are 
established in New York, 74-6 Wall Street and 189 Cherry Street, and Boston, Tremont 
Street, open daily between 10 and 3 o’clock. 


SAILORS’ HOMES. 


LOCATION, ESTABLISHED BY KHEPERS,. 


NEw YORK, 190 Cherry Street....... Amer. Sea, Friend Society. Fred’k Alexander. 
Boston, cor. Salem and Bennet Sts. Boston “ ee G B. F. Jacobs. 


PHILADELPHIA, 422 South Front St.. Penn. ‘“ Me os Oapt. J. T. Robinson. 
WILMINGTON, cor. Front & Dock Sts. Wilm. Sea. Friend Society. Oapt. W. J. Penton. 
CHARLESTON, §.C...... eats ciate ..--.. Charieston Port Society... Capt. Peter Smith. 
IMOBEEE, ANG. .0%isee ccs ‘i . Ladies’ Sea. Fr’nd Society. Geo. Ernst Findeisen. 
SAN FRANCISCO, Cal. “ “ 6 ee —-—: 
HONOLULY, S.I...... Seieameasteapecas) LONOLIITT se #. Dunscombe. 


INDEPENDENT SOCIETIES AND PRIVATE SAILOR BOARDING HOUSES. 


NEw YORK, 338 Pearl Street......... Epis. Miss. Soc.forSeamen Edward Rode. 

4 Catharine Lane, (colored)....... GO. .ecereecceeers sovecee G. F. Thompson. 
Boston, N. Square. Mariners House.. Boston Seamen’s Aid Soo’y. N. Hamilton. 
PortTsMOUTH, N. H., No. 8 State St... Seamen’s Aid Society...... John Mclver, Supt. 
NEw BEDFORD, i4 Bethel Court..... Ladies’ Br. N. B. P.S...... Mr. & Mrs. H. G. O. Nye. 
BALTIMORE, 23 South Ann Street.... ccssceccveccrsascccesececeess Miss Kllen Brown. 


GALVESTON, Tex. cor. Strand & 26 st. ........ oasaae ao biota coolers va matativinists einrale rieisicen’s Bacocns 
MARINERS’ CHURCHES. 
LOCATION, SUSTAINED BY MINISTERS 

NEw YORK, Catharine, cor. Madison. New York Port Society.... Rey. E. D. Murphy, 
cor. Water and Dover Streets..... Mission a AS eee “ 6B. F. Millard. 
Foot of Pike Street, E. R......... Hpiscopal Miss. Society.... * Robt. J. Walker, 
Foot of Hubert Street, N. R....., vo C3 Stee “ HH. F. Roberts. 
Open air Service, Coenties Slip... ee Cs Co) aan ‘“* Isaac Maguire, 
Swedish & English, pier 11, N. R. Methodist ..........sces-e0e —— 
Oliver, cor. Henry Street........- Baptist cccrcoccrccssvnrecce sc J. L. Hodge, D. D. 
Cor. Henry and Market Streets... Sea & Land, Presbyterian.. s K.. Hopper, D. D. 


“a 7 
BROOKLYN, 8 President Street....... Am. Sea. Friend Society... E. O. Bates. 
SD ERVAUIO vers ors ee hesiinie o)= civicia\nie om eiyareicrls ave eiabiesteceieenciaisonseleyinietal P. G. Cook. 
ALBANY, Montgomery Street,........ Methodist .........-.c-0-oe- 
Boston, cor. Salem & N. Bennet Sts. Boston Sea. Friend Society * §.H. Hayes. 
= ROEURSGUALC kos nev satdeweneesis Boston Port Society.....«+ “ Cyrus L. Eastman, 
Cor. Commercial and Lewis Sts.. Baptist Bethel Society..... ‘¢ H. A. Cooke, 
Parmenter Street...< cncce ove scvees JIPISCOPAl. cecccecscecccces * J.P. Pierce. 
PORTLAND, ME., Fo. st.n. Custom H Portland Sea. Frn’d Soc’y.. °F. Southworth. 
PROVIDENCE, R. I., 52 Wickenden St Prov. Sea. Friend Society.. “ J.W. Thomas, 
NEwponrt, R.I., 51 Long Wharf.... Individual Effort...........  O.H.Malcom, D.D. 
NEW BEDFORD.........-...--.----+.. New Bedford Port Society. ‘* J.D. Butler. 
PHILADELPHIA, ¢. Front & Union Sts. Presbyterian..<.-.0s.e.0..  ‘ Vincent Group. 
Cor. Shippen and Penn Streets... Methodist ...0..scsseesscone ‘© William Major. 
Catharine Street.........--s+-+ceee EpisCOpal....+sese-eeesereee « W. B. Erben. 
Front Street, above Navy Yard... Baptist....-.se-ececcscvrees “ Joseph Perry. 
BALTIMOR®, cor. Alice & Anna Sts.. Seamen’s Un. Bethel Soc.. ‘* Chas. McEifresh. 
Cor. Light and Lee Streets........ pole ye sees =e, “« RR. BR. Murphy. 
erican orfolk Sea. “ : 
INGORE OL scircisy ovish sales einaciegec ose Friend Societies. } E. N, Orane. 
WILMINGTON, N. O........-+2.-+0++++ Wilmington Port Society... ‘ Jas. L. Keen. 
OHARLESTON, Church, n. Water St.. Amer. Sea. Friend Soc’y. se « Win. B. Yates. 
SAVANNAH -seccccesrsccrcoerecsssencre es 5 «a  & Richard Webb 
MOBILE, Church Street, near Water. “ “ be SY Sp .— 
NEW ORLBANS.....ccccoccrccccceccts conscscarscacssscecccsecceses “© i. H. Pesan. 
GALVESTON, Texas........-0s.-00-.- Amer. Sea. Friend Soc’y... ‘* H. B. Burr. 


AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND SOCIETY, 


80 Wall Street, New York. 


ORGANIZED, MAY, 1828—INCORPOBATED, APRIL, 1833. 


RICHARD P. BUCK, Esq., President. Capt. NATH’L BRIGGS, Vice President 
Rev. S. H. HALL, D. D., Cor, Sec’y & Treas. L. P. HUBBARD, Financial Agent. 


Oxsects, 1.—To improve the social, moral and religious condition of seamen; 
to protect them from imposition and fraud; to prevent them from becoming a 
curse to each other and the world; to rescue them from sin and its consequen- 
ces, and to SAVE THEIR SOULS. 2.—To sanctify commerce, an interest and a 
power in the earth, second only to religion itself, and make it everywhere serve 
as the handmaid of Christianity. 

Means or ACCOMPLISHMENT. 1.—The preaching of the Gospel by Missionaries 
and Chaplains, and the maintenance of Bethel Churches in the puncipel ports of 
this and foreign countries. In addition to its Chaplaincies in the United States, 
the Society has stations in Cura, Japan, the Sanpwicu IsLanps, CuIL1, Brazin, 
France, Iraty, BeLerum, DENMARK, Norway, SwEDEN, New Brunswick, &c., 
and will establish others as its funds shall allow. Besides preaching the Gospel 
to seamen on ship-board and on shore, and to ‘those who do business upon our 
inland waters, Chaplains visit the sick and dying, and as far as possible supply 
the place of parents and friends. 

2.—The monthly publication of the SatLors’ Maeazine and SzAMEN’s FRIEND, 
designed to collect and communicate information, and to enlist the sympathy 
and co-operation of Christians of every name, in securing the objects of the 
Society. The last of these publications, the Szamzn’s FRIEND, is gratuitously 
farnihied to Chaplains and Missionaries for distribution among seamen and others 
The Society also publishes the Lirx Boar for the use of Sabbath-schools. 

3.—Loan LreraRies, composed of carefully selected, instructive, and enter- 
taining books, put up in cases containing between thirty-five and forty volumes 
each, for the use of ships’ officers and crews, and placed as a general thing, in the 
care of converted sailors, who thus become for the time, effective missionaries 
among their shipmates. This plan of sea-missions contemplates much more 
than the placing of a Christian Library on ship-board, in that, (1) It places the 
library in the hands of an individual who takes it for the purpose of doing good 
with it, and who becomes morally responsible for the use made of it, (2) It 
usually places the library in charge of the Captain of the vessel. (8) It contem- 
plates a connection between the sailor and the individual who furnishes 
the library which he reads. The donor of each library is informed, if he re- 
quests it, when and where it goes, and to whom it is entrusted; and what- 
ever of interest is heard from it, is communicated. The whole number of libra- 
ries sent out by the Society, to May ist, 1877, is 5,866, containing 290,856 vol- 
umes. Calculating 4,678 re-shipments, they have been accessible to probably 
200,000 men. Over one thousand hopeful conversions at sea have been report- 
ed as traceable to this instrumentality. A large proportion of these libraries 
have been provided by special contributions from Sabbath-schools, and are 
frequently heard from as doing good service. This work may be and should be 
greatly extended. More than 20,000 American vessels remain to be supplied. 

4.—The establishment of Sartors’ Homes, Reapine Rooms, Savines’ Banks 
the distribution of Brsues, TRaors, &. : 

The Saztors’ Home, 190 Cherry St., New York, is the pro erty and under 
the direction of the Society. It was'opened in 1842, since which time it has ac- 
commodated over 90,000 boarders. This one institution has saved to seamen 
and their relatives, $1,500,000. The moral and religious influence on the seamen 
sheltered there, can not be estimated. More or less shipwrecked seamen are 
constantly provided for at the Home. A Missionary of the Society is in daily 
attendance, and religious meetings are held on week day evenings, Similar 
institutions exist, in other cities, under the care of auxiliary Societies, 


NOTE.—Twenty dollars contributed by any individual or Sabbath-school, will send a 
Library to sea, in the name of the donor. € SAILORS’ MAGAZINE is, when agked for. 
sent gratuitously to Pastors, who take a yearly colleetion for the cause, and to Life-Mem- 
bers and Directors, upon aR annual request for the same. 


